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The winner of the Strega Prize, Italy’s top literary award, and the basis of an
internationally acclaimed motion picture, Quiet Chaos is now available in
America. Author Sandro Veronesi, whose work has been glowingly compared to
the novels of Ian McEwan and Martin Amis, dazzles with this powerfully
compelling, often darkly funny story of a television producer whose world is
misshapen by ironic tragedy. An unforgettable contemporary fable about
stepping out of life after it cruelly turns everything upside-down, and finding a
resolution to the unsolvable problem of loss in the beauty and strangeness of the
everyday, Quiet Chaos is another literary wonder from the author of The Force of
the Past.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
In Veronesi's absorbing second novel translated into English (after The Force of the Past), Italian television
executive Pietro Paladini saves a woman from drowning at the exact moment his wife, Lara, suddenly dies.
After the unexpected death, Pietro becomes enveloped in a strange calm, and he spends each day outside his
daughter's school, observing the quiet rhythms of life. Meanwhile, his bosses visit him to share cryptic
information about a messy corporate merger, and his co-workers, buckling under the strain of the merger,
turn to him for advice and go a little crazy. Things get even messier when Pietro encounters the woman he
rescued, Eleonora, a wealthy seductress whose life has also been upended by that pivotal moment. Veronesi
finds some success in this courageous and difficult project, creating an unreliable narrator who feels an
unusual manifestation of grief, though the subplots are so crudely satirical that it's unclear where the winking
satire ends and the realist psychological drama begins. Moore's translation is commendable, especially
considering the cacophony of voices and Pietro's racing, fractured narration as he dwells in that space
between sorrow and madness. (Apr.)
(c) Copyright PWxyz, LLC. All rights reserved.

Review
“Dazzling.... Like a literary Fellini, Veronesi brings to life the larger-than-life human comedy as only an
Italian would dare, uproariously funny in the face of stark tragedy. It’s a reading experience not to be
missed.”

From the Back Cover

On the shores of the Mediterranean, exhausted from an afternoon of surfing,Pietro Paladini is shaken out of
his stupor by a distant noise. “Over there!”he cries to his brother, Carlo, sunning beside him. “Over there!”

So begins the adventure that will tear a hole in Pietro’s life. For while he and hisbrother struggle to save two
drowning swimmers, a tragedy is unfolding down theroad at his summer cottage. Instead of coming home to
a hero’s welcome, Pietrois greeted by the flashing lights of an ambulance, the wide-eyed stare of his
youngdaughter, Claudia, and the terrible news that his fiancée, Lara, is dead.

Life must go on. Or does it? Pietro, a true iconoclast, has to find his own way.When he drops Claudia off for
the first day of school, he decides to wait outsidefor her all day, and then every day. To protect her. To
protect himself. To wait forthe heavy fist of grief to strike. But as the days and weeks go by, the small
parkinglot in front of the school becomes his refuge from the world as well as the placewhere family and
colleagues come to relieve their own suffering—among them, thewoman he rescued from the waves. And
Pietro plunges deeper into the depths ofhis life before seeing the simple truth before his eyes.

Sandro Veronesi makes art of every detail, creating a mosaic of humor, hope,profound insight, and emotional
resonance. Quiet Chaos is an unprecedented portrayalof a life set adrift by death.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Mark Sawyers:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important for all of us. The book Quiet Chaos: A Novel ended up being making you to
know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The publication Quiet Chaos: A Novel is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-
book. Try to make relationship while using book Quiet Chaos: A Novel. You never experience lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Rosa Johnson:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to study a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The Quiet Chaos: A Novel offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Karen Chan:

You can get this Quiet Chaos: A Novel by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it
could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various.
Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern
era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to
make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Douglas Henry:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Quiet Chaos: A Novel can make you experience more interested to read.
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