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If there is such a thing as reason, it has to be universal. Reason must reflect
objective principles whose validity is independent of our point of view--
principles that anyone with enough intelligence ought to be able to recognize as
correct. But this generality of reason is what relativists and subjectivists deny in
ever-increasing numbers. And such subjectivism is not just an inconsequential
intellectual flourish or badge of theoretical chic. It is exploited to deflect
argument and to belittle the pretensions of the arguments of others. The
continuing spread of this relativistic way of thinking threatens to make public
discourse increasingly difficult and to exacerbate the deep divisions of our
society. In  The Last Word, Thomas Nagel, one of the most influential
philosophers writing in English, presents a sustained defense of reason against
the attacks of subjectivism, delivering systematic rebuttals of relativistic claims
with respect to language, logic, science, and ethics. He shows that the last word
in disputes about the objective validity of any form of thought must lie in some
unqualified thoughts about how things are--thoughts that we cannot regard from
outside as mere psychological dispositions.
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If there is such a thing as reason, it has to be universal. Reason must reflect objective principles whose
validity is independent of our point of view--principles that anyone with enough intelligence ought to be able
to recognize as correct. But this generality of reason is what relativists and subjectivists deny in ever-
increasing numbers. And such subjectivism is not just an inconsequential intellectual flourish or badge of
theoretical chic. It is exploited to deflect argument and to belittle the pretensions of the arguments of others.
The continuing spread of this relativistic way of thinking threatens to make public discourse increasingly
difficult and to exacerbate the deep divisions of our society. In  The Last Word, Thomas Nagel, one of the
most influential philosophers writing in English, presents a sustained defense of reason against the attacks of
subjectivism, delivering systematic rebuttals of relativistic claims with respect to language, logic, science,
and ethics. He shows that the last word in disputes about the objective validity of any form of thought must
lie in some unqualified thoughts about how things are--thoughts that we cannot regard from outside as mere
psychological dispositions.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
In The Last Word, Thomas Nagel argues against what he calls subjectivism, "a general tendency to reduce
the objective pretensions of reason." On his enemies list are the architects of postmodernism, social scientists
with delusions of grandeur, and philosophers ranging from Hume and Kant to W.V. Quine and Richard
Rorty. Regarding reason as based on contingent features of our nurture, culture, or nature, such subjectivists
contend that reason is not generally valid, but valid only from our point of view. Challenges to reason in
general are bound not to convince: they subvert themselves if based on reason, but are not worth taking
seriously otherwise. Challenges to reason in particular domains, such as logic or ethics, are expressed by
"ritualistic metacomments declaring one's allegiance to subjectivism" about logic or ethics. But, Nagel
argues, the subjectivist claims are unintelligible unless understood as claims of logic or ethics, and therefore
can be adjudicated on logical or ethical grounds. The drastically schematic nature of Nagel's refutation of
subjectivism is troublesome, inviting the question of whether anyone truly accepts the position that he
attacks. It also inspires doubt that his refutation is developed enough to be, as advertised, the panacea for
subjectivism. Nevertheless, The Last Word is highly recommended to philosophers and anyone else
interested in thinking about reason. Elegantly written and incisively argued, it is sure to provoke discussion--
and thus ensure that it will be anything but the last word. --Glenn Branch

Review

"...[a] subtle, compact, and forceful book....The Last Word is a work of philosophical reflection...a significant
contribution to the culture wars of our time."--New York Review of Books

From the Back Cover
If there is such a thing as reason, it has to be universal. Reason must reflect objective principles whose
validity is independent of our point of view - principles that anyone with enough intelligence ought to be
able to recognize as correct. But this universality of reason is what relativists and subjectivists deny in ever-
increasing numbers. And such subjectivism is not just an inconsequential intellectual flourish or badge of
theoretical chic. It is exploited to deflect argument and to belittle the pretensions of the arguments of others.
The continuing spread of this relativistic way of thinking threatens to make public discourse increasingly
difficult and unproductive. In The Last Word, Thomas Nagel, one of the most influential philosophers
writing in English, presents a sustained defense of reason against the attacks of subjectivism, delivering
systematic rebuttals of relativistic claims with respect to language, logic, science, and ethics. He shows that
the last word in disputes about the objective validity of any form of thought must lie in some unqualified
thoughts about how things are - thoughts that we cannot regard from outside as mere psychological
dispositions. His work sets a new standard in the debate on this crucially important question and should
generate intense interest both within and outside the philosophical community.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Raymond Phillips:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important normally. The book The Last Word was making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The book The Last Word is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when
you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
together with the book The Last Word. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Cristen Washington:

This The Last Word book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you obtain by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This The Last Word without we recognize teach
the one who studying it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry The Last Word can
bring when you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the
lovely laptop even phone. This The Last Word having good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
truly feel uninterested in reading.

Todd Lyons:

This book untitled The Last Word to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here is because
when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy that book in the book
store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you
quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you
to past this e-book from your list.

Lisa Williams:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled The
Last Word the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a reserve then become one
contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The The Last Word giving you
yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life
on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going to be
pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
spare time activity?

Download and Read Online The Last Word By Thomas Nagel
#I8ULSRNYFKE



Read The Last Word By Thomas Nagel for online ebook

The Last Word By Thomas Nagel Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to read,
cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read
online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Last Word By
Thomas Nagel books to read online.

Online The Last Word By Thomas Nagel ebook PDF download

The Last Word By Thomas Nagel Doc

The Last Word By Thomas Nagel Mobipocket

The Last Word By Thomas Nagel EPub

I8ULSRNYFKE: The Last Word By Thomas Nagel


