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When Jessicaistold she'll never run again, she puts her self back
together—and lear nsto dream bigger than ever before. The acclaimed
author of Flipped deliversa powerful and healing story.

Jessicathinks her lifeis over when shelosesaleg in acar accident. She's not
comforted by the news that she’ll be able to walk with the help of a prosthetic
leg. Who cares about walking when you live to run?

As she struggles to cope, Jessica feels that she’s both in the spotlight and
invisible. People who don’'t know what to say act like she's not there. Jessica’'s
embarrassed to realize that she's done the same to a girl with CP named Rosa. A
girl who is going to tutor her through all the math she’s missed. A girl who sees
right into the heart of her.

With the support of family, friends, a coach, and her track teammates, Jessica
may actually be able to run again. But that’s not enough for her now. She doesn’t
just want to cross finish lines herself—she wants to take Rosa with her.

“Ingpirational. The pace of Van Draanen’s prose matches Jessica's at her
swiftest. Readers will zoom through the book just as Jessica blazes around the
track. A lively and lovely story.” —Kirkus Reviews
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When Jessicaistold she'll never run again, she puts herself back together—and learnsto dream
bigger than ever before. The acclaimed author of Flipped delivers a powerful and healing story.

Jessicathinks her lifeis over when she loses aleg in acar accident. She's not comforted by the news that
she'll be able to walk with the help of a prosthetic leg. Who cares about walking when you live to run?

As she struggles to cope, Jessica feels that she’s both in the spotlight and invisible. People who don’'t know
what to say act like she’s not there. Jessica' s embarrassed to realize that she's done the sameto agirl with
CP named Rosa. A girl who is going to tutor her through all the math she’s missed. A girl who seesright into
the heart of her.

With the support of family, friends, a coach, and her track teammates, Jessica may actually be able to run
again. But that’ s not enough for her now. She doesn’t just want to cross finish lines herself—she wants to
take Rosawith her.

“Inspirational. The pace of Van Draanen’s prose matches Jessica' s at her swiftest. Readers will zoom
through the book just as Jessica blazes around the track. A lively and lovely story.” —Kirkus Reviews
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journa

Gr 7 Up-Jessica has run her personal best at atrack meet-then there's atragic bus accident and the high
school junior loses her leg as well as her future dreams. From waking up in the hospital and coping with the
trauma, to her return home, then school, shetriesto grab her life back. On one level the story offers
inspiration to those dealing with physical changesin their own lives and the stages of recovery, fight,
survival, and victory as Jessica reaches deep to push past her wall of self-pity and loathing, and moves
beyond the "finish line." On a deeper level, there is her blind discrimination toward a fellow classmate who
has cerebral palsy. Rosais hard to understand and easy to ignore. She is anchored to a wheelchair. Jessica,
encumbered by her crutches and her tender "stump," is seated in the back of the class, out of the way, next to
Rosa. She learns that the girl is smart, wise, and friendly. They pass notes and share lunch. Rosa writes, "I
wish people would see me and not my condition." When Jessicais running again-on a specially engineered
prosthesis-she challenges herself to help her friend be seen. How Jessica orchestrates putting Rosain the
forefront of acommunity race and pushing her wheelchair across afinish line isa study in faith and
determination. Readers will cheer for Jessica's recovery and be reminded to recognize people for their
strengths and not overlook them because of their disabilities.-Alison Follos, North Country School, Lake
Placid, NY (c) Copyright 2010. Library Journals LLC, awholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. No
redistribution permitted.

From Booklist

Sixteen-year-old Jessicais the track team’s star sprinter until tragedy strikes: the team van is struck, killing
one runner and demolishing Jessica’ s right leg. The book begins with Jessica refusing to acknowledge the
result: a stump. But sheis slowly reintroduced to life, which involves being fitted for a prosthesis, returning
to school, and dealing with the usual—tough teachers, mean girls, and one really hot, sensitive, supportive
boy. It'saclassic problem novel in alot of ways; accordingly, Van Draanen inserts setbacks with narrative
precision, the most affecting of which (surprisingly) isthe insurance battle that Jessica' s parents face.
Overal, though, thisis atremendously upbeat book, with Jessica' s family, friends, and community coming
together (the track team raises funds to buy Jessica a $20,000 running leg). Even a subplot involving
Jessica’ s friendship with the cerebral palsy—afflicted Rosais not astreacly asit could have been. Van
Draanen’ s extensive research into both running and amputees pays dividends—readers will truly feel what
it'sliketowalk (or run) amile (or 10) in Jessica s shoes. Grades 7-10. --Daniel Kraus

Review

"I read The Running Dream on my way to the World Championships. | nearly missed my flight for reading it
and inhaled it before | touched down. It's atruly touching story that feels very real."--Katrin Green,
Paralympic Gold Medalist

"This heart-touching story is a helpful reminder that we must appreciate each day and each blessing. When |
go around "Rigor Mortis Bend" and think of Jessica, my legs do not feel nearly as tired anymore."--Jordan
Hasay, four-time USA Track & Field Jr. Women's Champion

"Van Draanen's extensive research into both running and amputees pays dividends--readers will truly feel
what'sit like to walk (or run) amile (or 10) in Jessica's shoes."--Booklist

"Inspirational. The pace of Van Draanen's prose matches Jessica's at her swiftest. Readers will zoom through


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

the book just as Jessica blazes around the track. A lively and lovely story."--Kirkus Reviews

"Van Draanen delivers an abundance of interesting medical detail and emotional authenticity in this
accessible and inspirational novel."--The Horn Book Magazine

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Veronica McFadden:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Running Dream (Schneider Family Book Award -
Teen Book Winner). Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know
about how isimportant some sort of book The Running Dream (Schneider Family Book Award - Teen Book
Winner). Y ou can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you
will be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we could
open abook or searching by internet product. It is caled e-book. Y ou may use it when you feel bored stiff to
gotothelibrary. Let's examine.

Daniel Grinder:

The e-book with title The Running Dream (Schneider Family Book Award - Teen Book Winner) has alot of
information that you can learn it. Y ou can get alot of gain after read this book. This specific book exist new
understanding the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you with
new era of the internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Bobby Hall:

The book untitled The Running Dream (Schneider Family Book Award - Teen Book Winner) contain alot of
information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy way. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. Y ou can easily read this book because
you can keep reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have anice
read.

Catherine Cote:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By areserve we can know
everything you want. A book isa set of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This guide The Running Dream (Schneider Family Book Award - Teen Book
Winner) was filled concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your scientific



disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big

benefit of abook, you can truly feel enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike currently, many waysto
get book which you wanted.
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