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An engaging, accessible guide to educating your self in the classical tradition.

Have you lost the art of reading for pleasure? Are there books you know you
should read but haven't because they seem too daunting? In The Well-Educated
Mind, Susan Wise Bauer provides awelcome and encouraging antidote to the
distractions of our age, electronic and otherwise. In her previous book, The Well-
Trained Mind, the author provided aroad map of classical education for parents
wishing to home-school their children, and that book is now the premier resource
for home-schoolers. In this new book, Bauer takes the same el ements and
techniques and adapts them to the use of adult readers who want both enjoyment
and self-improvement from the time they spend reading.

The Well-Educated Mind offers brief, entertaining histories of five literary
genres?fiction, autobiography, history, drama, and poetry?accompanied by
detailed instructions on how to read each type. The annotated lists at the end of
each chapter?ranging from Cervantesto A. S. Byatt, Herodotus to Laurel
Thatcher Ulrich?preview recommended reading and encourage readers to make
vital connections between ancient traditions and contemporary writing.

The Well-Educated Mind reassures those readers who worry that they read too
slowly or with bel ow-average comprehension. If you can understand a daily
newspaper, there's no reason you can't read and enjoy Shakespeare's Sonnets or
Jane Eyre. But no one should attempt to read the " Great Books" without a guide
and a plan. Susan Wise Bauer will show you how to allocate time to your reading
on aregular basis, how to master a difficult argument; how to make personal and
literary judgments about what you read; how to appreciate the resonant links
among texts within a genrewhat does Anna Karenina owe to Madame
Bovary??and also between genres. Followed carefully, the advice in The Well-
Educated Mind will restore and expand the pleasure of the written word.
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An engaging, accessible guide to educating your self in the classical tradition.

Have you lost the art of reading for pleasure? Are there books you know you should read but haven't because
they seem too daunting? In The Well-Educated Mind, Susan Wise Bauer provides a welcome and
encouraging antidote to the distractions of our age, electronic and otherwise. In her previous book, The Well-
Trained Mind, the author provided aroad map of classical education for parents wishing to home-school
their children, and that book is now the premier resource for home-schoolers. In this new book, Bauer takes
the same elements and techniques and adapts them to the use of adult readers who want both enjoyment and
self-improvement from the time they spend reading.

The Well-Educated Mind offers brief, entertaining histories of five literary genres?iction, autobiography,
history, drama, and poetry?accompanied by detailed instructions on how to read each type. The annotated
lists at the end of each chapter?ranging from Cervantesto A. S. Byatt, Herodotus to Laurel Thatcher
Ulrich?preview recommended reading and encourage readers to make vital connections between ancient
traditions and contemporary writing.

The Well-Educated Mind reassures those readers who worry that they read too slowly or with below-average
comprehension. If you can understand a daily newspaper, there's no reason you can't read and enjoy
Shakespeare's Sonnets or Jane Eyre. But no one should attempt to read the " Great Books" without a guide
and a plan. Susan Wise Bauer will show you how to allocate time to your reading on aregular basis; how to
master a difficult argument; how to make personal and literary judgments about what you read; how to
appreciate the resonant links among texts within a genrewhat does Anna Karenina owe to Madame
Bovary??and also between genres. Followed carefully, the advice in The Well-Educated Mind will restore
and expand the pleasure of the written word.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Bauer's The Well-Trained Mind (which she co-wrote with Jessie Wise) taught parents how to educate kids;
her latest is designed for adults seeking self-education in the classical tradition. Reading-sustained,
disciplined and structured-is her core methodol ogy, so she starts with tips on improving reading skills and
setting up areading schedule (start with half-hour sessions four mornings aweek, with daily journal writing).
Reading is adiscipline, like meditating or running, she says, and it needs regular exercise. To grow through
reading-to reach the "Great Conversation” of ideas-Bauer outlines the three stages of the classical tradition:
firgt, read for facts; then evaluate them; finally, form your own opinions. After explaining the mechanics of
each stage (e.g., what type of notes to take in the book itself, or in the journal), Bauer begins the list section
of the book, with separate chapters for her five major genres: fiction, autobiography/memoir, history/palitics,
drama and poetry. She introduces each category with a concise discussion of its historical development and
the magjor scholarly debates, clearly defining all important terms (e.g., postmodernism, metafiction). And
then, the piece de resistance: lists, in chronological order, of some 30 magjor works in each genre, complete
with advice on choosing the edition and a one-page synopsis. Bauer has crafted atimeless, intelligent book.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Adult/High School-Written in a straightforward style accessible to most students, this readable book
provides solid, step-by-step advice on how to read some of the world's great books with discipline and
comprehension. The first four chapters explain the author's well-thought-out three-step program, how and
why it works, and how to prepare to use it. The remainder of the volume devotes a chapter each to analysis
of novels, autobiography/memoirs, history, drama, and poetry. The system involves reading each book three
times. once for the facts, once for analysis, and once for an informed evaluation of the author's ideas.
Readers are encouraged during this process to mark up their books with comments and questionsin the
margins (or use Post-1ts), and to keep ajournal of quotes, summaries, questions, and ruminations. The genre
chapters include some history, a discussion of important terms used, questions about the books that readers
will want to ask themselves, athoughtful pr,cis of 25 or so important titles presented chronologicaly (with
discussion of the changes in the genre over the centuries), and recommendations for the best and cheapest
editions of each title. Works range from the Greeks to Francis Fukuyama, from Cervantes to Don Delillo,
from Homer to Rita Dove. Some Web sites are also mentioned as sources for understanding. While few teens
will want or have time to read a book three times, most will find much of value in helping them to
understand their reading assignments.

Judy McAloon, Potomac Library, Prince William County, VA

Copyright © Reed Business Information, adivision of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
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Susan Wise Bauer is awriter, teacher, and historian. Her books include The Story of Science: From the
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century literature and a Master of Divinity in Ancient Near Eastern Languages and Literature. For fifteen
years, she taught literature and composition at the College of William and Mary.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Louise Richards:

Why don't make it to become your hahit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Well-Educated Mind: A Guide to the Classical Education Y ou
Never Had. Try to stumble through book The Well-Educated Mind: A Guideto the Classical Education Y ou
Never Had as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside associated
with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much
more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience
and also knowledge with this book.

John Warner:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With reading you can get alot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in thisworld can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire alot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is
this The Well-Educated Mind: A Guide to the Classical Education Y ou Never Had.

Johnnie McCormick:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Well-Educated Mind: A Guide to the
Classical Education You Never Had guide written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still question
The Well-Educated Mind: A Guide to the Classical Education Y ou Never Had as good book not simply by
the cover but also by the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do
you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Sally Kim:

This The Well-Educated Mind: A Guide to the Classical Education Y ou Never Had is great publication for
you because the content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and also have
to make decision every minute. This book revedl it facts accurately using great manage word or we can claim
no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having The Well-Educated Mind: A Guide to the Classical Education Y ou Never Had in your



hand like finding the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no reserve
that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this guide already do that. So , thisreally is good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt which?
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