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The popular blogger and publisher of Envoy magazine offers 10 key reasons
why he loves being Catholic (and you should too). Drawing heavily on
poignant anecdotes from his own experience as a life-long Catholic born in
1960s, Madrid offers readers a way of looking at the Church--its members,
teachings, customs, and history--from perspectives many may have never
considered.

Growing up Catholic during a time of great social and theological upheaval and
transition, a time in which countless Catholics abandoned their religion in search
of something else, Patrick Madrid learned a great deal about why people leave
Catholicism and why others stay. This experience helped him gain many insights
into what it is about the Catholic Church that some people reject, as well as those
things that others treasure. Drawing upon Madrid's personal experiences, Why Be
Catholic? offers a deeply personal, fact-based, rationale for why everyone should
be Catholic or at least consider the Catholic Church in a new light.
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The popular blogger and publisher of Envoy magazine offers 10 key reasons why he loves being
Catholic (and you should too). Drawing heavily on poignant anecdotes from his own experience as a
life-long Catholic born in 1960s, Madrid offers readers a way of looking at the Church--its members,
teachings, customs, and history--from perspectives many may have never considered.

Growing up Catholic during a time of great social and theological upheaval and transition, a time in which
countless Catholics abandoned their religion in search of something else, Patrick Madrid learned a great deal
about why people leave Catholicism and why others stay. This experience helped him gain many insights
into what it is about the Catholic Church that some people reject, as well as those things that others treasure.
Drawing upon Madrid's personal experiences, Why Be Catholic? offers a deeply personal, fact-based,
rationale for why everyone should be Catholic or at least consider the Catholic Church in a new light.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Q&A with Patrick Madrid

Q. What inspired you to write Why Be Catholic?

It was more a matter of “who” than “what.” Over the last 30 years or so, I have encountered countless people
who have posed this very question. Some couldn't imagine anything more ridiculous or objectionable than
the Catholic Church, and others who were genuinely interested in becoming Catholic sought answers and
information. I’m convinced that, “Why be Catholic?” is a very important question, whether it comes from a
scoffer or from a seeker. I wrote this book so I could present to the reader, regardless of his or her feelings
about the Catholic Church, what I believe to be the compelling and convincing answers. These reasons can
change one’s life for the better if they are honestly considered and explored.

Q. What do you love most about being Catholic?

I love being Catholic the way Noah loved being on the Ark when the flood came. Like the Ark, the Catholic
Church is not perfect. It’s not tidy, clean, and odor-free. It has plenty of problems and challenges and unruly
passengers, but it’s still the “ark of salvation” given to us by God and I love that I get to be on board. I love
the beauty of the Catholic Church’s teachings, its Liturgy, art, architecture, music, and wisdom. I love the
Catholic Church because it is “ever ancient, ever new.” I love tracing its existence back 2000 years to Jesus
Christ and the Apostles, and I get to be part of that. I love being Catholic because of its richness and
diversity. It’s a big hospital for sick people – sinners like you and me. I love being Catholic because I can
have the most personal relationship with Jesus Christ possible, by receiving Him, body, blood, soul, and
divinity, in the Holy Eucharist.

Q. How did you become a Catholic apologist? What is the most rewarding part of your job? What is
the most challenging?

Although born-&-raised Catholic (I never left the Church or even had the slightest doubt about whether I
should be Catholic), I did nevertheless experience a profound re-conversion or recommitment to Jesus when
I was in my mid-20s. As I was praying to God to show me what to do with my life, the door to the world of
apologetics opened unexpectedly. God answered my prayers by opening that door to work at Catholic
Answers, back in early 1988. I’ve never looked back, always grateful for this wonderful opportunity to serve
in this part of the Lord’s vineyard. I think the most rewarding aspect of the work I’ve been privileged to do is
knowing that it helps others draw closer to God and the things of God. Not because of me, but because the
truth, as Jesus promised, will set us free. As for challenges, to be frank, I really don’t see any. Sure, the work
sometimes involves routine inconveniences that come with travelling, but that’s nothing compared to the
hardships Saint Paul endured, including beatings, stoning, getting shipwrecked, starved, etc. (2 Corinthians
11:23-28). That puts it all into perspective for me.

Q. In Why Be Catholic you write that “being Catholic does not require that I fully comprehend every
truth God proposes to me.” Could you elaborate on that point?



Well, for example, I don’t fully comprehend what it means to have a soul. I know I have one, I know it’s in
my body. I can think, ponder, remember, be self-reflective, self-aware, and love. But how exactly that all
happens in me, and how my soul and body work together as a single unit, I don’t fully comprehend. No one
does. But we know these things are true even if we can’t understand all their complex realities. That is the
nature of truth. It’s not necessary to first understand every single facet of a truth before he will deign to
accept it. These divine mysteries revealed by God are deep and far more profound than the fact that I have a
soul. We should never forget that a mystery is not something we can know nothing about, it is something we
cannot know everything about.

Q. Who should read this book?

I wrote Why Be Catholic? For two particular audiences: the first is the person who is not Catholic, may not
know much about the Catholic Church and, heck, may not even like the Catholic Church. I want to take that
reader gently by the arm and show him what the stained glass windows look like from the inside, the way
they were meant to be seen, with the sunlight streaming through them so that their meaning and beauty can
be understood and appreciated.

The second audience, naturally, is Catholics, whether they are firm in their faith or wavering, plagued with
many doubts and questions. For them, I pray that Why Be Catholic? will serve as a gentle and comforting
reminder that they are in the right place. They are on the Ark and, no matter how turbulent the ride may get
or how jostling the conditions on board might be, if they remain they will make it through the flood.

Review
"The Catholic Church is the last place most people would expect to find their intellectual and spiritual home,
so they never investigate it. Why should they? How could the Church—with its rules, rigidity, and
reputation—possibly be where true happiness is found? How could it, appreciated for its pageantry but
disdained for its teachings, have anything to offer the modern world in general or them in particular? It’s this
very improbability that Patrick Madrid cuts through in showing that only the Catholic faith can satisfy
everyone’s deepest longings." -Karl Keating, President, Catholic Answers

"If this book had been available when I was still a Protestant, I may have been convinced to become Catholic
without reading any further.  It’s a great resource for dispelling much of the misinformation and ignorance
that abounds about the Church and also a reminder to us Catholics as to how blessed we truly are." -Gail
Buckley, Founder & President, Catholic Scripture Study International

"This book is as simple and clear as its title.  In ten chapters, master apologist Madrid explains and explores
ten good reasons to be Catholic--ten good, true and beautiful things the Church offers us.  Each is explained
in a way almost impossible to misunderstand, and enlivened by fascinating actual incidents from the author's
life.  Full of historical facts and commonsense arguments for Catholic teachings, yet not intimidatingly
'scholarly,' this is a perfect book for inquirers or beginners." -Dr. Peter Kreeft, author of Handbook of
Christian Apologetics

"Patrick Madrid's latest book goes to the heart of the matter and answers the question 'Why Be Catholic?'  In
a world that has a love hate relationship with religion, and especially all things Catholic, Mr. Madrid bravely,
clearly, and convincingly provides the answer to that question, helping every Catholic understand the basics
of the faith but also gives the Church a reason to celebrate it!" -Fr. Leo E. Patalinghug, founder of
GraceBeforeMeals.com

"To be Catholic is to be joyously human and alive; ready to both party and to feel deeply the grief of this



world.  It is to know deep common sense and deep mystery; to weep at the tomb of Lazarus and to shout in
triumph over death at the tomb of Jesus.  Patrick Madrid gets this and is one of the best guides to the Faith
writing in English." -Mark P. Shea, author of The Heart of Catholic Prayer

"Our Sacraments, Church history, our Traditions, the Saints; after reading this beautiful examination of our
faith, the question that comes to mind for me is not why be Catholic but why would you be anything but
Catholic? Patrick's latest book will no doubt be a tool to bring fallen away Catholics back into the fold and
help attract others to the one, holy, apostolic faith as well." -Teresa Tomeo, author of God's Bucket List

“Patrick Madrid has done it again.  With wit, humility, and nearly three decades of experience, Madrid
lovingly responds to the top misconceptions about Catholicism, making it simple for each of us to swing
wide the gates in welcoming people into the Catholic Church.” – Greg Willits, author of The New
Evangelization and You: Be Not Afraid

About the Author

PATRICK MADRID is the author or editor of twenty books on Catholic themes, including Search and
Rescue, Where Is That in the Bible?, and Pope Fiction. He also hosts Right Here, Right Now, a daily radio
broadcast heard on 240 stations coast to coast. He an adjunct professor of theology at Holy Apostles College
and Seminary and he is president of the Catholic Apologetics Academy. Patrick and his wife, Nancy, live in
Ohio along with the rest of their family, which includes the blessing of eleven children and fifteen
grandchildren.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marcia Eberhart:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This Why Be Catholic?: Ten Answers to a Very Important Question book is
readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer connected with Why Be Catholic?: Ten Answers to a Very Important Question content conveys
thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it
just different available as it. So , do you still thinking Why Be Catholic?: Ten Answers to a Very Important
Question is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

William Bixby:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled Why Be Catholic?: Ten Answers to a Very Important
Question can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.



Bettye Heinrich:

Precisely why? Because this Why Be Catholic?: Ten Answers to a Very Important Question is an unordinary
book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go
to the publication store hurriedly.

Judy Newberry:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Why Be Catholic?: Ten Answers to a Very Important Question why
because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.
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