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This book addresses the question of what it might mean today to be a Luddite--
that is, to take a stand against technology. Steven Jones here explains the history
of the Luddites, British textile works who, from around 1811, proclaimed
themselves followers of "Ned Ludd" and smashed machinery they saw as
threatening their trade. Against Technology is not a history of the Luddites, but a
history of an idea: how the activities of a group of British workers in Yorkshire
and Nottinghamshire came to stand for a global anti-technology philosophy, and
how an anonymous collective movement came to be identified with an
individualistic personal conviction. Angry textile workers in the early nineteenth
century became romantic symbols of a desire for a simple life--certainly not the
original goal of the actions for which they became famous. Against Technology
is, in other words, a book about representations, about the image and the myth of
the Luddites and how that myth was transformed over time into modern neo-
Luddism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"In Against Technology, Jones has opened up a rich field of study that cries out for more examination. 
The unintended consequences of technology, such as global warming, should not be seen as a call to
retreat to a simpler time."  - Robert L. Park, Physics Today

'The book is accessibly written and well informed, with technology discussions avoiding naivete and
literary analyses resisting theoretical quagmires. As such, it appeals not only to general readers but
scholars from a variety of disciplines.' - International Journal of Communication

"Against Technology critically interrogates the supposed continuity between neo-Luddism and its
alleged precursor, the original Luddite movement of 1811-16. Along the way, the book provides
fascinating insights into the development of this unruly working-class movement and demonstrates its
continuing relevance to twenty-first-century culture. Against Technology is a magisterial scholarly
work of compelling interest to readers of British Romantic literature." -James McKusick, The
Wordsworth Circle

About the Author
Steven E. Jones is Professor of English at Loyola University, Chicago. He is author of Satire and
Romanticism, The Meaning of Video Games: Gaming and Textual Strategies, and (with George K.
Thiruvathukal) Codename Revolution: The Nintendo Wii Platform.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dorothy Delarosa:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Against Technology: From the Luddites to Neo-
Luddism. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how
is important any book Against Technology: From the Luddites to Neo-Luddism. You can add understanding
and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can
know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

David Ramos:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Against Technology: From the Luddites to Neo-Luddism book is
readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for
enjoyable examining experience without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to give to you.



The writer regarding Against Technology: From the Luddites to Neo-Luddism content conveys prospect
easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just
different in the form of it. So , do you even now thinking Against Technology: From the Luddites to Neo-
Luddism is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Kathryn Botello:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to
fill your totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should
read. If you want to consider look for book, may be the book untitled Against Technology: From the
Luddites to Neo-Luddism can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Linda Thomas:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the
book when compared with can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you
only find e-book that need more time to be go through. Against Technology: From the Luddites to Neo-
Luddism can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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