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A delightful and hilarious companion for anyone taking atrip and an
indispensable work for any fan of Jan Morris.

With her travel chronicles unparalleled in twentieth-century literature, Jan
Morris' s legendary books on Venice, Manhattan, and Trieste have made her one
of our most beloved writers. Now reflecting back on over half a century, Morris
has decided to write not about the destinations but about the people she has
encountered. Whether writing as James or later as Jan, Morrisintroduces usto a
panoply of memorable characters—the Sherpa guide who first scaled Mt.
Everest, the lascivious Manhattan cabbie, and the proverbial spy in the raincoat.
She provides insightful portraits of the famous, such as Harry Truman and
Jordan’s King Hussein, and glimpses of the infamous, including Adolf
Eichmann. Recalling human encounters on six continents, she paints a vibrant,
funny, and moving picture of humanity. Ultimately, no figure comes into clearer
focus than Morris herself, an astonishing chronicler of the human spectacle.
Contact! is one book you'll want to carry with you wherever you go.
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With her travel chronicles unparalleled in twentieth-century literature, Jan Morris's legendary books on
Venice, Manhattan, and Trieste have made her one of our most beloved writers. Now reflecting back on over
half a century, Morris has decided to write not about the destinations but about the people she has
encountered. Whether writing as James or later as Jan, Morris introduces us to a panoply of memorable
characters—the Sherpa guide who first scaled Mt. Everest, the lascivious Manhattan cabbie, and the
proverbial spy in the raincoat. She providesinsightful portraits of the famous, such as Harry Truman and
Jordan’s King Hussein, and glimpses of the infamous, including Adolf Eichmann. Recalling human
encounters on six continents, she paints a vibrant, funny, and moving picture of humanity. Ultimately, no
figure comes into clearer focus than Morris herself, an astonishing chronicler of the human spectacle.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Recognized as amgjor contemporary travel writer, Morris, in the course of her profession/avocation, has
explored all four corners of the globe—no exaggeration. Her latest book is a collection of short takes, each
one running only one to three paragraphs in length. In introductory comments, the author, from Wales,
observesthat “in alifetime of travel and literature, | have written relatively little about people.” Her new
book, then, makes amends, offering glimpses of people encountered “across half a century and forty-odd
books.” The emphasis on individuals rather than destinations results in adelightfully idiosyncratic
kaleidoscope: small portraits rendered in colorful and not always adulatory prose. Visiting the current
occupant of Longwood, a distinctive octagon-shaped mansion in Natchez, Louisiana, she istreated to a feast
of southern fried chicken. Attending a Paris fashion show, however, was not so positive. She sat “among the
condescending New Y ork buyers and unbelievably ugly princesses of American fashion journalism.” Ouch!
--Brad Hooper

Review

“Thiswonderful distillation of Jan Morris's chance encounters shows our greatest living travel writer at her
best?wise, well-read, wide-traveled, clear-sighted, compassionate, humane, unforgettable.”

- Paul Theroux

“The most delightful, intelligent, perception collection of human observations I've ever read: | don't know of
anything likeit.”
- Alberto Manguel, author of A Reader on Reading

About the Author

Born in 1926, Jan Morris served in the 9th Queen’s Royal Lancersin World War 1l. The author of such
classics as the Pax Britanniatrilogy and The World, she livesin Wales and keeps areplica of the Yamato on
her desk.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Alan Johnson:

This Contact!: A Book of Encounters are usualy reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The reason why of this Contact!: A Book of Encounters can be one of many great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with
information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Contact!: A Book of
Encounters giving you an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day activity. So, let's have it appreciate reading.

Laurel Ramer:

People livein this new time of lifestyle adways try to and must have the extratime or they will get large


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read will be Contact!: A Book of Encounters.

Phillip Chadwick:

The book untitled Contact!: A Book of Encounters contain alot of information on the idea. The writer
explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the
new period of time of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because you can read on your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can open up their official web-sitein addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Elizabeth Easterling:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.
On this modern eralike at this point, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in
search of the Contact!: A Book of Encounters when you desired it?
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