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Attention, guys of America: It's time to get off the couch, turn off the
PlayStation, and set down your beer (just kidding?never set down your beer).
Your days of freedom are numbered. Every guy owes it to himself to do
something audacious, ostentatious, hilarious, or just plain fun before it's too late.
The time is now for the kinds of things that will be decidedly against the rules
after you "settle down." Die Happy is here to help you create the kind of stories
you'll be telling for the rest of your life. Stories about things like:

· How you spent your graduation cash: You start at Oktoberfest in Munich and
wake up on a Thai beach (which is totally what your Aunt Edith had in mind).
From Fantasy Fest to La Tomatina, here's a breakdown of the wildest parties and
the craziest worldwide destinations.
· The best places to, ahem, explore other cultures (or whatever): Corfu's Pink
Palace. Ireland's pubs. Amsterdam's Red Light District. Ibiza. Plus plenty of
other fascinating events and locales, many of which also happen to serve booze.
· Getting a job (don't worry, not a real job): Jet Ski guy. Cruise ship bartender.
Casino dealer. Lifeguard. Roadie. Where and how to earn the money to subsidize
your fun, usually in some exotic location full of very friendly women.

At once a "How To," a "To Do," and a "We Did," Die Happy contains all the
ideas, checklists, and insanely funny true stories you'll need to help you have as
much fun as possible?while you still can.
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Attention, guys of America: It's time to get off the couch, turn off the PlayStation, and set down your beer
(just kidding?never set down your beer). Your days of freedom are numbered. Every guy owes it to himself
to do something audacious, ostentatious, hilarious, or just plain fun before it's too late. The time is now for
the kinds of things that will be decidedly against the rules after you "settle down." Die Happy is here to help
you create the kind of stories you'll be telling for the rest of your life. Stories about things like:

· How you spent your graduation cash: You start at Oktoberfest in Munich and wake up on a Thai beach
(which is totally what your Aunt Edith had in mind). From Fantasy Fest to La Tomatina, here's a breakdown
of the wildest parties and the craziest worldwide destinations.
· The best places to, ahem, explore other cultures (or whatever): Corfu's Pink Palace. Ireland's pubs.
Amsterdam's Red Light District. Ibiza. Plus plenty of other fascinating events and locales, many of which
also happen to serve booze.
· Getting a job (don't worry, not a real job): Jet Ski guy. Cruise ship bartender. Casino dealer. Lifeguard.
Roadie. Where and how to earn the money to subsidize your fun, usually in some exotic location full of very
friendly women.

At once a "How To," a "To Do," and a "We Did," Die Happy contains all the ideas, checklists, and insanely
funny true stories you'll need to help you have as much fun as possible?while you still can.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Two brothers combine forces to compile the ultimate guy's to-do-before-marriage list. Tim is married but
still "fight(ing) the good fight" and Michael is "still a free man." They take advantage of their different points
of view, banking on Tim's nostalgia for his bachelor days and Michael's determination to take full advantage
of the time he has left. Whether offering predictable ideas, like traveling Europe by rail or "road-trippin'
North America" with some buddies, or slightly more original plans like running with the bulls in Spain,
throwing a mustache party, or pretending to be someone else for a weekend, they keep readers entertained.
The writing style is conversational and candid, and its humor is aimed squarely at the guy's guy ("You're not
going to meet your wife in Cancun, but you'll probably take home her slutty sister"). Though at times
repetitive; the Burkes themselves happily acknowledge the role formula plays in their schemes: "if you're in
search of a good story just get smashed in a different town" sums it up nicely. Though sure to irritate any
woman who happens to pick it up (women are divided into two categories: kill-joy wives and drunken sluts),
that shouldn't be a problem for the target audience. Most single guys under thirty will enjoy this title-and
may even be inspired by it.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author

Brothers Tim Burke and Michael Burke both work in advertising and live in Chicago. Tim has settled down
and is getting more responsible by the minute (which is lucky for his wife and son), while Michael is living it
up and working on a lifetime's worth of wild memories. He regularly uses them to taunt his brother.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Chapter One
Fests, Holidays, and Other Must-Attend Happenings

Ever seen the look on someone’s face when they tell you about their trip to New Orleans for Mardi Gras? Or
enjoyed the bumbling banter of a couple of friends trying to piece together a memorable (and not-so-
memorable) night from St. Patty’s Day in Dublin? Well, here’s a compilation of incredible festivals,
holidays, and other annual happenings certain to spawn many unforgettable stories for years and years to
come. Yes, you’ll still be spewing these tales when you’re eighty-five, senile, and crapping in your trousers.
That’s assuming you remembered to put them on.

New Year’s Eve

It’s midnight. You’re seeing double. She’s seeing triple. And somehow, despite all the rum-induced
blurriness, you still manage to find each other’s lips and maul one another among two hundred people doing
the same frickin’ thing. It’s so unbelievably romantic that Meg Ryan should star in a movie about it. Ah, you
gotta love New Year’s Eve. If it’s amateur hour, we don’t want to be professionals. This is a time to forget
last year and all the ladies that said you smelled funny. It’s a time to start new and fresh. It’s time for
personal rebirth. But first, it’s time to get stupid.



Las Vegas

Like peanut butter and jelly, chips and salsa, Paris Hilton and a night vision camera, some things are just
meant for each other. Vegas and New Year’s Eve are no exception. You’ve got two major options when
traveling to Sin City for this momentous holiday. You can hit The Strip, where each hotel offers a different
party and at midnight people pack the street for fireworks. Or you can head downtown (where the crowd is a
little bit older) for an enclosed block party. We suggest you go to The Strip, where you and a mere three
hundred thousand peeps will get drunk together.

Booking a flight and hotel should be done early for this popular event. When it comes to the hotel, either go
big, with hipster places like the Hard Rock and Mandalay Bay, or just find the cheapest internet deal you can
get on The Strip. There’s no rule against spending all your waking hours at another hotel. Dinner
reservations will be brutal for this holiday... so forget it, eat wherever, and spend your money on booze,
blackjack, and a yo-ladies-get-in-my limo. Before you come here, perform some quality due diligence. Find
out where the best parties are happening. Call ahead to put your name on any club lists. And get everyone on
the same agenda. You’ll no doubt lose buddies along the way. “Hey, anyone see Sully since that girl put her
hand down his pants?” Have a place to meet up, even if it’s the Spearmint Rhino for lap dances at four a.m.
Also, make sure to place all your college bowl game bets the day before. Who knows where you’ll end up
New Year’s Day morning and how banged up you may be when you surface. At some point get to the Sports
Book and exploit those amateur athletes by winning big on their talent. Like Ralph Macchio in The Karate
Kid, this year will kick the silly stool out of any New Year’s you’ve ever rang in.

WARNING: Stay away from that woman with the dazzling gold tooth who’s really, really interested in
seeing your hotel room.

Jost Van Dyke, British Virgin Islands

Accessible only by boat or inner tube, and boasting a permanent population of a mere hundred and fifty
souls, this beautiful, hammock-swaying, unspoiled treasure of an island has become an incredible New
Year’s Eve destination. It all began when Mick Jagger and a couple of the Beatles rang in 1970-something
here. Before long the secret was out. Today, more than eight thousand people schooner their way here to
experience a one-of-a-kind place and event. Foxy’s is the bar here and possibly the most famous watering
hole in all of the Caribbean. Foxy himself is legendary, and the self-proclaimed “laziest man in the world.”
Be sure to get a taste of his impromptu comedic calypso sessions. Beyond Foxy’s bar, you’ve got Ali Baba’s,
Happy Laury’s, Soggy Dollar Bar, and Sidney’s Peace & Love--great names, great places to enjoy a drink or
ten.

For New Year’s Eve, this four-square-mile island becomes one big, fun-loving beach fest. Tropical cocktails,
fresh fish, a pig roast and reggae music all combine to make the perfect island party. Up and down the beach,
everyone is jamming and having a good time. You can sleep wherever. Campgrounds are most likely your
best option. Getting here should be done from St. Thomas, Tortola, or another nearby island. Beautiful
people abound, and the vibe is friendly, open, and free-spirited. It’s not a huge singles scene, but you’ll still
have options. And you could always journey here with the “right” group of girls. When you’re not sporting a
pleasurable rum buzz, you can go diving, fishing, kayaking, or just boating with a dinghy rental. Pure
paradise, Jost Van Dyke is the last true Virgin of these islands, and New Year’s Eve makes for a wonderful
night to sleep with her.

LINK IT UP: Happy New Year! Now carry on to more water-friendly activities. (See chapter 2 under
“Diving, Sailing.”)



New Orleans

With absolutely zero off-season, there is no bad time to hit New Orleans... only some times better than
others. New Year’s Eve is most definitely one of those times. You factor in the hopefully warm weather, bars
that never close, streets that beg you to wander with open containers and the Sugar Bowl just around the
bend--this is one sick place. The party begins on Bourbon Street, flows into the French Quarter, and around
midnight finds itself in Jackson Square for the big old Ball Drop. What happens along the way and how you
manage the chaos is totally in your court.

For this special day, you should probably find one all-you-can-everything party to attend, as bars will be
packed and lines will be mind-boggling. Pat O’Briens, The Cat’s Meow, Razzoo, and Bourbon Street Blues
all are worthy of investigation. You can always go someplace less crazy early, then make your way to the
madness of Bourbon Street. But hell, you’re in New Orleans--do as you’re supposed to do. If you really want
to check something special off your list, get tickets to a Bourbon Street Balcony and hover above the masses
like the king you are. Also, obtain any and all beads ahead of time. You will discover that getting girls to
flash their boobies never gets old, running out is a problem, and prices on Bourbon Street are retarded. For
added shenanigans, bring along a voodoo doll, tell the ladies to pleasure him and then you. Strip clubs are
omnipresent and fall into several categories, ranging from “pretty sweet” to “do not touch me, sleazy.”
Casinos are here to take your money. And lastly, bring a camera, because at some point you’ll be running on
blank tape and this will be the best way to remember what a great time you had and what a depraved human
being you truly are. Upon waking up the next day, head out for a world-famous New Orleans Bloody Mary
and start all over again.

WARNING: If you find yourself being smothered by the breasts of a large forty-something divorcee from
Mississippi, use the straw from your Hurricane to breathe.

Prague

While everyone else is jammed in an overcrowded bar where a hundred bucks gets you an endless, but not
easy-to-obtain supply of booze until midnight and second-hand nibbles from a nasty cheese-and-fruit spread,
you are halfway across the world toasting Budvar with aspiring Czechoslovakian models, taking a drag of
some fine Eastern European wacky weed, and witnessing a fireworks display that you’ll have no choice but
to describe with a drunken, “Dude--that is awesome!!”

Prague is far away, but it is a huge New Year’s Eve destination. They refer to the celebration as “Silvestri,“
as it’s the feast day of Pope Silvestri. If he only knew how people were commemorating his big day.
Anyhow, plan to take at least a week off to come here. Before or after New Year’s, you can easily pop over
to other European spots to maximize your time. In Prague, you can find hostels, cheap hotels, and even rental
apartments--whatever fits your cash flow situation. The night of New Year’s Eve, you can easily and
aimlessly wander your way from bar to bar getting to know all your fellow celebrants. Or you can attend one
of the bigger venues, like the Palak Akropolis, that are filled with DJs, bands, and a whole lot of hoopla.
Wherever you are, at midnight tag along with the friends you’ve made to Old Town Square or Charles
Bridge for the huge fireworks display. It’s cold here, so grab a helping of whiskey for the road, find a cutie to
cuddle up with, and when the moment is right, tell her you’ll be happy to warm her hands in your pants. If
she balks, blame your depravity on the language barrier--always a reasonable excuse. Clubs will be noisy
into the wee hours. New Year’s lap dances are available at a variety of welcoming places; and, overall, the
party runs citywide, so no matter where you find yourself, you’ll probably be having a totally awesome time.

Copyright © 2006 by Tim Burke and Michael Burke



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nathan Kelly:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Die Happy: 499 Things Every Guy's Gotta Do While He Still
Can. Try to the actual book Die Happy: 499 Things Every Guy's Gotta Do While He Still Can as your pal. It
means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter
than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know anything by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with
this book.

Mary Block:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
Die Happy: 499 Things Every Guy's Gotta Do While He Still Can? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Bruce Herrera:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this Die
Happy: 499 Things Every Guy's Gotta Do While He Still Can.

James Sanchez:

This Die Happy: 499 Things Every Guy's Gotta Do While He Still Can is great guide for you because the
content which is full of information for you who also always deal with world and still have to make decision
every minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will
give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Die
Happy: 499 Things Every Guy's Gotta Do While He Still Can in your hand like finding the world in your
arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
small right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do



you still doubt that will?
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