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Everyone knows Notre Dame, the Eiffel Tower, and the chateaux of the Loire
Valley, but French architects have also produced some of the most iconic
buildings of the twentieth century, playing a central role in the emergence and
development of modernism. In France, Jean-Louis Cohen presents a complete
narrative of the unfolding architectural modernity in the country, grappling not
only with the buildings but also with the political and critical context surrounding
them.
           
Cohen examines the developments in urban design and architecture within
France, depicting the continuities and breaks in French architecture since 1900
against a broader international background. Describing the systems of
architectural exchange with other countries—including Italy, Germany, Russia,
and the United States—he offers a new view on the ideas, projects, and buildings
otherwise so often considered only from narrow nationalistic perspectives. Cohen
also maps the problematic search for a national identity against the background
of European rivalries and France’s colonial past. Drawing on a wealth of recent
research, this authoritatively written book will challenge the way design
professionals and historians view modern French architecture. 
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Everyone knows Notre Dame, the Eiffel Tower, and the chateaux of the Loire Valley, but French architects
have also produced some of the most iconic buildings of the twentieth century, playing a central role in the
emergence and development of modernism. In France, Jean-Louis Cohen presents a complete narrative of
the unfolding architectural modernity in the country, grappling not only with the buildings but also with the
political and critical context surrounding them.
           
Cohen examines the developments in urban design and architecture within France, depicting the continuities
and breaks in French architecture since 1900 against a broader international background. Describing the
systems of architectural exchange with other countries—including Italy, Germany, Russia, and the United
States—he offers a new view on the ideas, projects, and buildings otherwise so often considered only from
narrow nationalistic perspectives. Cohen also maps the problematic search for a national identity against the
background of European rivalries and France’s colonial past. Drawing on a wealth of recent research, this
authoritatively written book will challenge the way design professionals and historians view modern French
architecture. 
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Editorial Review

Review

“Cohen, who is French, has taught in his native country and the US and has published extensively on modern
architecture; he has done an excellent job of charting developments over the last century and a quarter. . . .
The resulting overall survey effectively captures the whole range of buildings, trends, educational
developments, technological developments, and publications over this period. Recommended not only for
students, specialists, and practitioners but also for general readers looking for a comprehensive survey of the
subject.”
 
(Choice)

About the Author

Jean-Louis Cohen is the Sheldon H. Solo Chair for the History of Architecture at New York University’s
Institute for Fine Arts. He is the author, most recently, of Le Corbusier: An Atlas of Modern Landscapes.
Christian Hubert is an architect and associate professor at Parsons New School for Design in New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Wendy Brame:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book France: Modern Architectures in History had been
making you to know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The book France: Modern Architectures in History is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read
your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book France: Modern Architectures in History. You never
truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Martha Skaggs:

The guide with title France: Modern Architectures in History posesses a lot of information that you can find
out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new understanding the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to
yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you throughout new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea
anywhere you want.

Jean Proffitt:

Often the book France: Modern Architectures in History has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this



book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading this
article book.

Louise Perez:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This France: Modern Architectures in History can
be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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