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In Good Citizens, Thich Nhat Hanh lays out the foundation for an international
solidarity movement based on a shared sense of compassion, mindful
consumption, and right action. Following these principles, he believes, is the path
to world peace. The book is based on our increased global interconnectedness
and subsequent need for harmonious communication and a shared ethic to make
our increasingly globalized world a more peaceful place. The book will be
appreciated by people of all faiths and cultural backgrounds.

While based on the basic Buddhist teachings of the Four Noble Truths and the
Eight-Fold Path, Thich Nhat Hanh boldly leaves Buddhist terms behind as he
offers his contribution to the creation of a truly global and nondenominational
blueprint to overcoming deep-seated divisions and a vision of a world in
harmony and the preservation of the planet.

Key topics include the true root causes of discrimination; the exploration of the
various forms of violence; economic, social, and sexual violence. He encourages
the reader to practice nonviolence in all daily interactions, elaborates on the
practice of generosity, and teaches the art of deep listening and loving speech to
help reach a compromise and reestablish communication after misunderstandings
have escalated into conflicts.

Good Citizens also contains a new wording of the Five Mindfulness Trainings
(traditionally called "precepts") for lay practitioners, bringing them in line with
modern-day needs and realities. In their new form they are concrete and practical
guidelines of ethical conduct that can be accepted by all traditions.

Good Citizens also includes the complete text of the UN Manifesto 2000, a
declaration of transforming violence and creating a culture of peace for the
benefit of the children of the world. It was drafted by numerous Peace Nobel
Prize recipients and signed by over 100 million people worldwide.

Coinciding with a US presidential election year, Good Citizens reaches across all
political backgrounds and faith traditions. It shows that dualistic
thinking—Republican/Democrat, Christian/Muslim—creates tension and a false
sense of separateness. When we realize that we share a common ethic and moral
code, we can create a community that can change the world.
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In Good Citizens, Thich Nhat Hanh lays out the foundation for an international solidarity movement based
on a shared sense of compassion, mindful consumption, and right action. Following these principles, he
believes, is the path to world peace. The book is based on our increased global interconnectedness and
subsequent need for harmonious communication and a shared ethic to make our increasingly globalized
world a more peaceful place. The book will be appreciated by people of all faiths and cultural backgrounds.

While based on the basic Buddhist teachings of the Four Noble Truths and the Eight-Fold Path, Thich Nhat
Hanh boldly leaves Buddhist terms behind as he offers his contribution to the creation of a truly global and
nondenominational blueprint to overcoming deep-seated divisions and a vision of a world in harmony and
the preservation of the planet.

Key topics include the true root causes of discrimination; the exploration of the various forms of violence;
economic, social, and sexual violence. He encourages the reader to practice nonviolence in all daily
interactions, elaborates on the practice of generosity, and teaches the art of deep listening and loving speech
to help reach a compromise and reestablish communication after misunderstandings have escalated into
conflicts.

Good Citizens also contains a new wording of the Five Mindfulness Trainings (traditionally called
"precepts") for lay practitioners, bringing them in line with modern-day needs and realities. In their new form
they are concrete and practical guidelines of ethical conduct that can be accepted by all traditions.

Good Citizens also includes the complete text of the UN Manifesto 2000, a declaration of transforming
violence and creating a culture of peace for the benefit of the children of the world. It was drafted by
numerous Peace Nobel Prize recipients and signed by over 100 million people worldwide.

Coinciding with a US presidential election year, Good Citizens reaches across all political backgrounds and
faith traditions. It shows that dualistic thinking—Republican/Democrat, Christian/Muslim—creates tension
and a false sense of separateness. When we realize that we share a common ethic and moral code, we can
create a community that can change the world.
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Editorial Review

Review

Thich Nhat Hanh shows us how deeply we are connected to our fellow citizens. This view changes
everything. Every American who longs to decrease suffering and increase kindness will want to read this
book. -Congressman Tim Ryan, author of A Mindful Nation

Another ethical imperative comes from the venerable Zen Buddhist master Thich Nhat Hanh in Good
Citizens: Creating Enlightened Society. The Vietnamese monk nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize by
Martin Luther King Jr. at the height of the Vietnam War is now 85, and continues his life’s effort to promote
spiritually based social engagement; his books have been reliable sellers that cross religious
boundaries.Publishers Weekly Top 10 Religion Books , March 5 2012

"We need a new ethics, a new morality for the whole of humanity . . . We have to find a kind of global ethic
that everybody can accept and consider the basis for happiness, for mutual respect, and for what is deeply
ethical. A new global order calls for a new global ethic." — from the book

About the Author
Thich Nhat Hanh is one of the most revered Zen teachers in the world today. His best-selling books include
Happiness and Peace Is Every Step. He lives in Plum Village in southwest France, where he gardens, writes,
and teaches the art of mindful living.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeff Williams:

This Good Citizens: Creating Enlightened Society book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it
the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of
information you will get. This specific Good Citizens: Creating Enlightened Society without we know teach
the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Good Citizens:
Creating Enlightened Society can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be
full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Good Citizens: Creating
Enlightened Society having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested
in reading.

Phil Garcia:

The event that you get from Good Citizens: Creating Enlightened Society is a more deep you digging the
information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book
is hard to understand but Good Citizens: Creating Enlightened Society giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it



because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having that Good Citizens: Creating Enlightened Society instantly.

Ann Fortune:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Good Citizens: Creating Enlightened
Society reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still skepticism Good Citizens: Creating
Enlightened Society as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can
break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another
sixth sense.

Carl Guerra:

This Good Citizens: Creating Enlightened Society is completely new way for you who has attention to look
for some information given it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of digest in reading this Good Citizens: Creating
Enlightened Society can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to get by
simply anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book
contact form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking
for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better
life and also knowledge.
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