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Editorial Review

Review
The Chinese aesthete, historian and poet Zhang Dai wrote his Dream Reminiscences in the late 1640s, just
after the Ming dynasty had fallen to Manchu invaders.

Despite the beauty and complexity of Zhang's book, until Philip Kafalas' In Limpid Dream neither Zhang Dai
nor his Dream Reminiscences had been the subject of an extended study in English. Kafalas and Zhang turn
out to be an ideal match, for Kafalas is a critic with the spirit of a poet, alert to every nuance and swerve of
Zhang Dai's diction, constantly discovering new meanings and connections in Zhang Dai's random-seeming
sequence of 123 brief prose pieces. Zhang Dai's structural ingenuity and cultural allusiveness fascinate
Kafalas, who follows Zhang wherever he beckons. The result is a powerful and moving joint soliloquy on
memory, history, time, space and the moment, in which Ming sensibility blends almost seamlessly with our
current cultural condition. In Limpid Dream, like the Dream Reminiscences that inspired it, is a book to read
and to ponder. --Jonathan Spence, Yale University

About the Author
Philip A. Kafalas earned the AB in English and American Literature and Languages from Harvard College,
an M.A. in East Asian Studies from Stanford University, and the Ph.D. in Asian Languages (Chinese) from
Stanford University. He is Associate Professor in the Department of East Asian Languages and Cultures,
Georgetown University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Douglas Barlow:

Within other case, little persons like to read book In Limpid Dream: Nostalgia and Zhang Dai's
Reminiscences of the Ming. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know
about how is important any book In Limpid Dream: Nostalgia and Zhang Dai's Reminiscences of the Ming.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a
book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to
the library. Let's go through.

Lawrence Howe:

The publication untitled In Limpid Dream: Nostalgia and Zhang Dai's Reminiscences of the Ming is the
publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be
shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The
article author was did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of In Limpid Dream: Nostalgia and Zhang
Dai's Reminiscences of the Ming from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.



Novella Tinch:

Often the book In Limpid Dream: Nostalgia and Zhang Dai's Reminiscences of the Ming has a lot info on it.
So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous
author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Ernest Poole:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but also novel and In Limpid Dream: Nostalgia and Zhang Dai's
Reminiscences of the Ming or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students
especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes In Limpid Dream: Nostalgia and Zhang Dai's Reminiscences of the Ming to
make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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