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What is in the best interest of our students? Is it teaching to the newest standards
movement, like the Common Core? Teaching that prepares students to take a
test? Or is it something more meaningful and authentic?
In his new book, In the Best Interest of Students, Kelly Gallagher notes that there
are real strengths in the Common Core standards, and there are significant
weaknesses as well. He takes the long view, reminding us that standards come
and go but what remains constant is the need to stay true to what we know works
in the teaching of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Instead of blindly
adhering to the latest standards movement, Kelly advocates:

·         Dialing up the amount of reading and writing students are doing.
·         Balancing rigorous, high-quality literature and non-fiction with high-
interest, student-selected titles.
·         Giving students much more choice when it comes to reading and writing
activities.
·         Encouraging readers to deepen their comprehension by moving beyond the
four corners of the text.
·         Using modeling to enrich students writing skills in the prewriting, drafting,
and revision stages.
·         Helping young writers to achieve more authenticity through the blending
of genres.
·         Resisting the de-emphasis of narrative and imaginative reading and
writing.
·         Providing students with more opportunities to sharpen their listening and
speaking skills
·         Planning lessons that move beyond Common Core expectations. 
 
In this provocative and insightful new book, Kelly surveys the teaching
landscape since the publication of his highly regarded book Readicide, and finds
that although some progress has been made, more needs to be done. Amid the
frenzy of trying to teach to a new set of standards, Kelly Gallagher is a strong
voice of reason, reminding us that instruction should be anchored around one
guiding question: What is in the best interest of our students?
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What is in the best interest of our students? Is it teaching to the newest standards movement, like the
Common Core? Teaching that prepares students to take a test? Or is it something more meaningful and
authentic?
In his new book, In the Best Interest of Students, Kelly Gallagher notes that there are real strengths in the
Common Core standards, and there are significant weaknesses as well. He takes the long view, reminding us
that standards come and go but what remains constant is the need to stay true to what we know works in the
teaching of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Instead of blindly adhering to the latest standards
movement, Kelly advocates:

·         Dialing up the amount of reading and writing students are doing.
·         Balancing rigorous, high-quality literature and non-fiction with high-interest, student-selected titles.
·         Giving students much more choice when it comes to reading and writing activities.
·         Encouraging readers to deepen their comprehension by moving beyond the four corners of the text.
·         Using modeling to enrich students writing skills in the prewriting, drafting, and revision stages.
·         Helping young writers to achieve more authenticity through the blending of genres.
·         Resisting the de-emphasis of narrative and imaginative reading and writing.
·         Providing students with more opportunities to sharpen their listening and speaking skills
·         Planning lessons that move beyond Common Core expectations. 
 
In this provocative and insightful new book, Kelly surveys the teaching landscape since the publication of his
highly regarded book Readicide, and finds that although some progress has been made, more needs to be
done. Amid the frenzy of trying to teach to a new set of standards, Kelly Gallagher is a strong voice of
reason, reminding us that instruction should be anchored around one guiding question: What is in the best
interest of our students?
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Editorial Review
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From reader reviews:

Lorenzo Logan:

The book In the Best Interest of Students: Staying True to What Works in the ELA Classroom give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can to
get your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make examining a book In the Best Interest of Students: Staying True to What Works in the ELA Classroom
for being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about
several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a publication In the Best
Interest of Students: Staying True to What Works in the ELA Classroom. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means
that, science guide or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Timothy Rocha:

The book untitled In the Best Interest of Students: Staying True to What Works in the ELA Classroom
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your ex idea with easy way. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous
author. The author brings you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you
can keep reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you
want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.

Loren Hatmaker:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you may have it in
e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This In the Best Interest of Students: Staying True to What
Works in the ELA Classroom can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have
thing that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than
some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have In the Best Interest of Students: Staying
True to What Works in the ELA Classroom.

Pamela Bost:

You will get this In the Best Interest of Students: Staying True to What Works in the ELA Classroom by
visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only simply by written or printed and also



can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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