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Italy's Lost Greece is the untold story of the modern engagement with the ancient
Greek settlements of South Italy--an area known since antiquity as Magna
Graecia. This "Greater Greece," at once Greek and Italian, has continuously been
perceived as a region in decline since its archaic golden age, and has long been
relegated to the margins of classical studies. Giovanna Ceserani's evocative and
nuanced analysis recovers its significance within the history of classical
archaeology. It was here that the Renaissance first encountered an ancient Greek
landscape, and during the "Hellenic turn" of eighteenth-century Europe the
temples of Paestum and the painted vases of South Italy played major roles, but
since then, Magna Graecia--lying outside the national boundaries of modern
Greece, and sharing in the complicated regional dynamic of the Italian
Mezzogiorno--has fitted awkwardly into the commonly accepted paradigms of
Hellenism. The unfolding of this process provides a unique insight into three
developments: the humanist investment in the ancient past, the evolution of
modern Hellenism, and the making of classical archaeology. Drawing on
antiquarian and archaeological writings, histories and travelogues about Magna
Graecia, and recent rewritings of the history and imagining of the South, Italy's
Lost Greece sheds new light on well known figures in the history of archaeology
while recovering forgotten ones. This is an Italian story of European resonance,
which transforms our understanding of the transition from antiquarianism to
archaeology, of the relationship between nation-making and institution-building
in the study of the ancient past, and of the reconstruction of classical Greece in
the modern world.
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significance within the history of classical archaeology. It was here that the Renaissance first encountered an
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outside the national boundaries of modern Greece, and sharing in the complicated regional dynamic of the
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unfolding of this process provides a unique insight into three developments: the humanist investment in the
ancient past, the evolution of modern Hellenism, and the making of classical archaeology. Drawing on
antiquarian and archaeological writings, histories and travelogues about Magna Graecia, and recent
rewritings of the history and imagining of the South, Italy's Lost Greece sheds new light on well known
figures in the history of archaeology while recovering forgotten ones. This is an Italian story of European
resonance, which transforms our understanding of the transition from antiquarianism to archaeology, of the
relationship between nation-making and institution-building in the study of the ancient past, and of the
reconstruction of classical Greece in the modern world.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This book is well conceived and well executed."--Alun D. Williams, Classical Journal

About the Author

Giovanna Ceserani is Assistant Professor in the Classics Department, and, by courtesy, History
Department, Stanford University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Keiko Whitchurch:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Italy's Lost Greece: Magna Graecia
and the Making of Modern Archaeology (Greeks Overseas) book because book offers you rich information
and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you
probably know this.

Stephanie Wilkes:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Italy's Lost Greece:
Magna Graecia and the Making of Modern Archaeology (Greeks Overseas) suitable to you? The actual book
was written by well known writer in this era. Often the book untitled Italy's Lost Greece: Magna Graecia and
the Making of Modern Archaeology (Greeks Overseas)is the main one of several books which everyone read
now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new age that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of information about
this world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Todd Porter:

Often the book Italy's Lost Greece: Magna Graecia and the Making of Modern Archaeology (Greeks
Overseas) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of



benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this
book. This book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Calvin Copher:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended for your requirements is Italy's Lost Greece: Magna Graecia and the Making of
Modern Archaeology (Greeks Overseas) this guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this
world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. That is why
this book acceptable all of you.
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