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In his monumental book Peter Brown addresses the practice of permanent sexual
renunciation--continence, celibacy, and life-long virginity--that developed in
Christian circles from the first to the fifth centuries A.D.

Brown vividly describes the early Christians and their strange, disturbing
preoccupations. He follows in detail the reflection and controversy these notions
generated among Christian writers. Among the topics covered are marriage and
sexuality in the Roman world, Judaism and the early church, Origen and the
tradition of spiritual guidance, sexuality in the desert fathers and Augustine and
sexuality. The Body and Society is a significant study on sexuality and the family
in the ancient world by a renowned scholar. Besides being of great interest to
readers in ancient history and early church history, and to classicists and
medievalists, it will engage readers concerned with women's studies and the
history of sexuality.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The reader of Peter Brown's work is always uncertain which to admire most, the grace and clarity, the scope
and erudition, or the ability to bring diverse and complex units into a meaningful whole. These merits are all
fully on display in The Body and Society." -- New York Times Book Review

"A profound exploration of the meaning of embodiment, celibacy, and chastity for early Christians" --
Lauren F. Winner, Christianity Today

About the Author

Peter Brown, formerly professor of Classics and History at the University of California, Berkeley, is now
Rollins Professor in the Department of History at Princeton University. His previous books include
Augustine of Hippo, The World of Late Antiquity, The Making of Late Antiquity, The Cult of The Saints,
Religion and Society in the Age of Saint Augustine, and Society and the Holy in Late Antiquity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Smith:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Body and Society. All type
of book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Stephen Hill:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Body and Society is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need
in this era.



Agatha Roughton:

Now a day folks who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Body and Society book as this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees
there is no doubt in it you know.

Cynthia Necaise:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your no cost time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Body and Society can be very good book to read. May
be it may be best activity to you.
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