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China’s cities are home to 10 percent of the world’s population today. They display unprecedented
dynamism under the country’s surging economic power. Their remarkable transformation builds on immense
traditions, having lived through feudal dynasties, semicolonialism, and socialist commands. Studying them
offers a lens into both the complex character of the changing city and the Chinese economy, society, and
environment.

This text is anchored in the spatial sciences to offer a comprehensive survey of the evolving urban landscape
in China. It is divided into four parts, with 13 chapters that can be read together or as stand-alone material.
Part I sets the context, describing the geographical setting, China’s historical urban system, and traditional
urban forms. Part II covers the urban system since 1949, the rural–urban divide and migration, and
interactions with the global economy. Part III outlines the specific sectors of urban development, including
economic restructuring, social–spatial transformation, urban infrastructure, and urban land and housing.
Finally, part IV showcases urbanism through the lens of the urban environment, lifestyle and social change,
and urban governance.

The Chinese City offers a critical understanding of China’s urbanization,exploring how the complexity of the
Chinese city both conforms to and defies conventional urban theories and experience of cities elsewhere
around the world. This comprehensive book contains a wealth of up-to-date statistical information, case
studies, and suggested further reading to demonstrate the diversity of urban life in China.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book provides the most comprehensive and accessible account of changing Chinese cities so far. The
coverage is impressively wide, assuming little prerequisite knowledge of China's historical and geographical
contexts. Wu and Gaubatz artfully balance the level of empirical details and generalization and divide the
chapters into self-contained and readable pieces, and together they provide an encyclopaedic source of rich
information for researchers for many years to come. Some chapters such as infrastructure and environment
cover cutting-edge topics about the Chinese city, and others on housing and urban spatial structure reflect
well established researches on urban China." Fulong Wu, Bartlett Professor of Planning, Bartlett School of
Planning, University College London.

"Comprehensive, detailed, and proficiently explored! Wu and Gaubatz provide a major study of Chinese
cities, discussing the history, the social-spatial transformations from the traditional, to the planned, and
market economies through the lens of marketization, industrialization, and migration. They also review the
globalization process that is affecting major trade of goods, capital, and technology in China. Students as
well as scholars will use this as a textbook for their China studies." Karen R. Polenske, Peter de Florez
Professor of Regional Political Economy, Department of Urban Studies and Planning, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.

"The book is well organized: each of the thirteen chapters starts with sets of questions, guiding the
comprehension of the entire chapter.  The book clearly explains how marketization, decentralization,
industrialization, migration, and globalization help shape contemporary urban systems in China."  Yanmei
Li, Florida Atlantic University, USA

"The authors have succeeded well in providing a thoughtfully conceived, well-organized, clearly written, and
carefully executed account of the modern Chinese city and the essential processes involved in its growth and
change. As an accurate and well-documented account of one of the great processes of human change
underway during the last half-century, this book is essential reading for students, professionals, China
specialists, and urbanists from a variety of disciplines. I highly recommend it." – Clifton W. Pannell, The
AAG Review of Books, Department of Geography, University of Georgia, USA

About the Author

Weiping Wu is a Professor of Urban and Environmental Policy and Planning at Tufts University.  She
conducts research on migration and urbanization, university-industry linkages, and China's urban
development.

Piper Gaubatz is a Professor of Urban Geography at the University of Massachusetts Amherst. She
specializes in the study of urban change, development and planning in East Asia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Ronnie Miller:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something
that they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Chinese City. All
type of book is it possible to see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social
media.

Amelia Brown:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know
that that book is very important for us. The book The Chinese City ended up being making you to know
about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for
you. The book The Chinese City is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your
friend when you feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship together with the book The Chinese City. You never sense lose out for everything in case you
read some books.

John Pace:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Chinese City your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that
maybe unfamiliar for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a reserve then
become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before. The The Chinese
City giving you another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful facts for your
better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will
likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Michael Clements:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know that
little person such as reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your own
teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Different categories of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is The Chinese City.
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