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The blackness of eternal night encompassed me. The intense darkness oppressed
and stifled me so that I struggled for breath.Having been condemned to death by
the Spanish Inquisition, the narrator descends into a kind of hell. Dizzy with
weakness and fainting with fear, he experiences such torments that death itself
would be welcome. What troubles him most is the eternal question: how will he
die?Toledo Prison is notorious for the torture of the condemned. What minds
have dreamed up the terror of the pit in the center of the cell? What is the
significance of the painted figure of Time with his menacing pendulum? Why do
the walls glow with heat?Experience with the narrator the intensity of his
suffering when death seems inevitable but its form uncertain. Can anything, or
anybody, help him?
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The blackness of eternal night encompassed me. The intense darkness oppressed and stifled me so that I
struggled for breath.Having been condemned to death by the Spanish Inquisition, the narrator descends into a
kind of hell. Dizzy with weakness and fainting with fear, he experiences such torments that death itself
would be welcome. What troubles him most is the eternal question: how will he die?Toledo Prison is
notorious for the torture of the condemned. What minds have dreamed up the terror of the pit in the center of
the cell? What is the significance of the painted figure of Time with his menacing pendulum? Why do the
walls glow with heat?Experience with the narrator the intensity of his suffering when death seems inevitable
but its form uncertain. Can anything, or anybody, help him?
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Grade 8 Up-This series entry presents Poe's unabridged text accompanied by annotated color and black-and-
white illustrations and reproductions of various aspects of life during the stories' time periods. The selections
include "The Gold-Bug," "The Oval Portrait," "The Cask of Amontillado," "Some Words with a Mummy,"
"The Tell-Tale Heart," and "The Murders in the Rue Morgue." In some instances, as when there is a
historical connection, the annotations are particularly enlightening, e.g., the information about the Inquisition
and its relationship to "The Pit and the Pendulum." To maintain continuity, readers may prefer to read
through the stories first and then return to the sidebars or vice versa. Libraries that own anthologies of Poe
tales will not be denying readers the most important material-the stories themselves-if they pass on this one.
Joanne K. Cecere, Highland High School, NY
Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Edgar Allan Poe (1809-1849) reigned unrivaled in his mastery of mystery. Born in Boston, he was orphaned
at age three, expelled from West Point for gambling and became an alcoholic. In 1836 he secretly wed his
thirteen-year-old cousin. The Raven, published in 1845, made Poe famous. He died in 1849 under what
remain suspicious circumstances.

Basil Rathbone appeared in over eighty films including Captain Blood, The Adventures of Robin Hood, and
The Comedy of Terrors, and made thirteen appearances in the tremendously popular Sherlock Holmes series.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Sanchez:

Here thing why that The Pit and the Pendulum and Other Stories: The Whole Story are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Pit and the Pendulum and Other Stories:
The Whole Story giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no reserve that similar with The Pit and the Pendulum and Other Stories: The Whole Story. It gives
you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground, café, or
even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the
form of The Pit and the Pendulum and Other Stories: The Whole Story in e-book can be your substitute.



Chad Wright:

The e-book with title The Pit and the Pendulum and Other Stories: The Whole Story has lot of information
that you can discover it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world right now. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the
item anywhere you want.

Bruce Smith:

This The Pit and the Pendulum and Other Stories: The Whole Story is great publication for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great organize word or we can say no
rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with attractive
delivering sentences. Having The Pit and the Pendulum and Other Stories: The Whole Story in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that
offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Ronald Cleary:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes reading
through, not only science book but also novel and The Pit and the Pendulum and Other Stories: The Whole
Story or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book,
you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any
other book likes The Pit and the Pendulum and Other Stories: The Whole Story to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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