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Although much of the world still lives today, as always, under dictatorship, the
behavior of these regimes and of their leaders often appears irrational and
mysterious. This book uses rational choice theory to understand dictators: How
do "successful" dictatorships stay in power? What determines the repressiveness
of a regime? How do their economies work? The book contains many
applications, including chapters on Nazi Germany, Soviet Communism, South
Africa under apartheid, and Pinochet's Chile. It also provides a guide to the
policies that should be followed by the democracies towards dictatorships.
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Editorial Review

Review
"At last we have a systematic, analytic account of dictatorship and authoritarian regimes. Wintrobe covers a
range of topics, including the differential impacts of dictatorship and democracy on economic growth and
redistribution. He also develops a theory of bureaucratic competition to explain how some dictatorships
become effective mobilizers of social and economic resources. The range of applications is impressive, from
the study of the Soviet Union, Nazi Germany, South African Apartheid, to ethnic conflict. Scholars may not
always agree with Wintrobe, but they will always find him provocative and worth their effort." Barry R.
Weingast, Stanford University

"The analysis of dictatorship has been a glaring gap in the public choice literature. Ronald Wintrobe's fine
book admirably fills this gap." Dennis C. Mueller, University of Vienna

"...there is a wealth of insight here for everyone interested in probing the depths of the political id..." Leonard
Dudley, Canadian Journal of Political Science

"The book explores both the politics and the economics of dictatorships and the interaction between them...It
also provides a guide to the policies that should be followed by democracies moving toward dictatorship."
The African Sun Times

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ebony Lower:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. For
you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that The Political Economy of Dictatorship
book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Elaine Bell:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Political
Economy of Dictatorship is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.



Walter Miller:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual The Political Economy
of Dictatorship is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Brett Munoz:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended for you is The Political Economy of Dictatorship this publication consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
research when he makes this book. That's why this book appropriate all of you.
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