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Why have some former enemy countries established durable peace while others
remain mired in animosity? When and how does historical memory matter in
post-conflict interstate relations? Focusing on two case studies, Yinan He argues
that the key to interstate reconciliation is the harmonization of national
memories. Conversely, memory divergence resulting from national mythmaking
harms long-term prospects for reconciliation. After WWII, Sino-Japanese and
West German-Polish relations were both antagonized by the Cold War structure,
and pernicious myths prevailed in national collective memory. In the 1970s,
China and Japan brushed aside historical legacy for immediate diplomatic
normalization. But the progress of reconciliation was soon impeded from the
1980s by elite mythmaking practices that stressed historical animosities. In
contrast, from the 1970s West Germany and Poland began to de-mythify war
history and narrowed their memory gap through restitution measures and
textbook cooperation, paving the way for significant progress toward
reconciliation after the Cold War.
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Why have some former enemy countries established durable peace while others remain mired in animosity?
When and how does historical memory matter in post-conflict interstate relations? Focusing on two case
studies, Yinan He argues that the key to interstate reconciliation is the harmonization of national memories.
Conversely, memory divergence resulting from national mythmaking harms long-term prospects for
reconciliation. After WWII, Sino-Japanese and West German-Polish relations were both antagonized by the
Cold War structure, and pernicious myths prevailed in national collective memory. In the 1970s, China and
Japan brushed aside historical legacy for immediate diplomatic normalization. But the progress of
reconciliation was soon impeded from the 1980s by elite mythmaking practices that stressed historical
animosities. In contrast, from the 1970s West Germany and Poland began to de-mythify war history and
narrowed their memory gap through restitution measures and textbook cooperation, paving the way for
significant progress toward reconciliation after the Cold War.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Beverly Dewitt:

This The Search for Reconciliation: Sino-Japanese and German-Polish Relations since World War II book is
not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this
book is information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Search for Reconciliation: Sino-Japanese
and German-Polish Relations since World War II without we realize teach the one who reading it become
critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Search for Reconciliation: Sino-Japanese and
German-Polish Relations since World War II can bring once you are and not make your case space or
bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The
Search for Reconciliation: Sino-Japanese and German-Polish Relations since World War II having excellent
arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Amy Cason:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Search for Reconciliation: Sino-
Japanese and German-Polish Relations since World War II reserve written by well-known writer whose to
say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal
hunger then you still hesitation The Search for Reconciliation: Sino-Japanese and German-Polish Relations
since World War II as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can
break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come
on your reading sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Terrance Bartholomew:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,
and soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is The Search for Reconciliation: Sino-Japanese and German-Polish Relations
since World War II this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain
it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That is why this
book appropriate all of you.



Kara Hogan:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and The Search for Reconciliation: Sino-Japanese and
German-Polish Relations since World War II as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After
you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for
teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In
different case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The Search for Reconciliation: Sino-Japanese and
German-Polish Relations since World War II to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many
types of book like this.
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