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In this introduction to the practical application of History, John Tosh
persuasively argues we are in danger of missing history's principal
contribution. Using topical examples from the Iraq War to AIDS to globalization,
this text shows how history can provide the basis for an informed and critical
understanding of our society.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Tosh is refreshing, and impressive in getting away from the false parallels and cliches that can bedevil the
use, and abuse, of history in today's media...This is an important book - which policy-makers, media men
and women and, dare I say it, politicians, should all read.' - Gordon Marsden, History Today 'The text fills a
gap in providing a student text on why study history, while also appealing to a broader audience interested in
history's media and policymaking dimensions.' - Peter Beck, Professor of International History, Kingston
University, UK, and author of Using History, Making British Policy: the Treasury and Foreign Office, 1950-
76 (Palgrave Macmillan: 2006) 'I would eagerly recommend it to a class of history majors or beginning
graduate students, and would look forward to talking about the main findings.' - Peter Stearns, Provost,
George Mason University, USA 'Does history matter? Of course it does! And John Tosh, Professor of
History at Roehampton University and author of The Pursuit of History, makes a convincing case for
studying the past as a way of understanding the present.' - David Sinclair, Tribune '...an accessible brief
introduction.' - Penelope J Corfield, The Times Literary Supplement
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'Does history matter? Of course it does! And John Tosh, Professor of History at Roehampton
University and author of The Pursuit of History, makes a convincing case for studying the past as a
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About the Author
JOHN TOSH was formerly Professor of History, Roehampton University, UK. He is the author of the
standard introductory text, The Pursuit of History, now in its fourth edition. He has also published



extensively on the history of masculinities in Britain, including A Man's Place: Masculinity and the Middle-
Class Home in Victorian England.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Chan:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Why History
Matters? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Jeff Sanchez:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would like
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Why History Matters. All type of book is it
possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Katie Barry:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book
you have read will be Why History Matters.

Amanda Stone:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
From the book Why History Matters we can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people?
For being creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your
aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with that book Why History Matters. You can more desirable than
now.
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