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Robert J. Alexander traces organized labor from its originsin colonial Cuba,
examining its evolution under the Republic, noting the successive political forces
within it and the development of collective bargaining, culminating after 1959 in
its transformation into a Stalin-model |abor movement. In Castro's Cuba,
organized labor has been subordinate to the Party and government and has been
converted into a movement to control the workers and stimulate production and
productivity instead of being a movement to defend the interests and desires of
the workers.

Starting with the organization of tobacco workers and afew other groupsin the
last years of Spanish colonial rule, Robert J. Alexander traces the growth of the
labor movement during the early decades of the republic, noting particularly the
influence of three political tendencies: anarchosyndicalists, Marxists, and
independents. He examines the generally unfavorabl e attitudes of early
republican governments to the labor movement, and he discusses the first central
labor body, the CNOC, which was at first under anarchist influence, and soon
captured by the Communists. The role of the CNOC vis-&vis the Machado
dictatorship, including the deal with Machado in 1933 is also discussed.
Alexander then looks at the unions during the short Grau San Martine nationalist
regime of 1933 and the near-destruction of organized labor by the Batista
dictatorship of 1934-1937; the revival of the labor movement after the 1937 deal
of the Communists with Batista and the establishment of the Confederacion de
Trabajadores de Cuba, as well as the struggles for power within it, resulting in a
splitin the CTC in 1947, with the dominance of the Autentico-party controlled
group. During this period regular collective bargaining became more or less the
rule. He then describes the deterioration of the Confederacion of Trabajadores de
Cuba under the Batista dictatorship of 1952-1959. Alexander ends with a
description of organized labor during the Castro regime: the early attempt of
revolutionary trade unionists to establish an independent labor movement,
followed by the Castro government's seizure of control of the CTC and its
unions, and the conversion of the Cuban labor movement into one patterned after
the Stalinist model of a movement designed to stimulate production and
productivity—under government control—instead of defending the rights and
interests of the unions' members.
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Based on an extensive review of Cuban materials as well as Alexander's
numerous interviews, correspondence, and conversations with key figures from
the late 1940s onward, thisis the most comprehensive English-language
examination of organized |abor in Cuba ever written. Essential reading for all
scholars and students of Cuban and Latin American labor and economic affairs as
well asimportant to political scientists and historians of the region.
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Rabert J. Alexander traces organized labor from its originsin colonial Cuba, examining its evolution under
the Republic, noting the successive political forces within it and the development of collective bargaining,
culminating after 1959 in its transformation into a Stalin-model 1abor movement. In Castro's Cuba, organized
labor has been subordinate to the Party and government and has been converted into a movement to control
the workers and stimulate production and productivity instead of being a movement to defend the interests
and desires of the workers.

Starting with the organization of tobacco workers and afew other groups in the last years of Spanish colonial
rule, Robert J. Alexander traces the growth of the labor movement during the early decades of the republic,
noting particularly the influence of three political tendencies. anarchosyndicalists, Marxists, and
independents. He examines the generally unfavorabl e attitudes of early republican governments to the labor
movement, and he discusses the first central labor body, the CNOC, which was at first under anarchist
influence, and soon captured by the Communists. The role of the CNOC vis-&-Vvis the Machado dictatorship,
including the deal with Machado in 1933 is also discussed. Alexander then looks at the unions during the
short Grau San Martine nationalist regime of 1933 and the near-destruction of organized labor by the Batista
dictatorship of 1934-1937; the revival of the labor movement after the 1937 deal of the Communists with
Batista and the establishment of the Confederacion de Trabajadores de Cuba, as well as the struggles for
power within it, resulting in asplit in the CTC in 1947, with the dominance of the Autentico-party controlled
group. During this period regular collective bargaining became more or less the rule. He then describes the
deterioration of the Confederacion of Trabajadores de Cuba under the Batista dictatorship of 1952-1959.
Alexander ends with a description of organized labor during the Castro regime: the early attempt of
revolutionary trade unionists to establish an independent labor movement, followed by the Castro
government's seizure of control of the CTC and its unions, and the conversion of the Cuban labor movement
into one patterned after the Stalinist model of a movement designed to stimul ate production and
productivity—under government control—instead of defending the rights and interests of the unions
members.

Based on an extensive review of Cuban materials as well as Alexander's numerous interviews,
correspondence, and conversations with key figures from the late 1940s onward, thisis the most
comprehensive English-language examination of organized labor in Cuba ever written. Essential reading for
al scholars and students of Cuban and Latin American labor and economic affairs as well asimportant to
political scientists and historians of the region.
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Editorial Review

Review

"[t]his volume provides a good overview of the tugs and pulls on the Cuban labor movement over the last
century....A useful addition to Latin American labor, economics, and history collections. Recommended.
Public; academic, lower-division undergraduate and up; and professional collections." - Choice

About the Author

ROBERT J. ALEXANDER is Professor Emeritus of Economics and Political Science, Rutgers University.
He was amember of John F. Kennedy's Task Force on Latin America where the Alliance for Progress was
developed, and heisaformer consultant to the American Federation of Labor and the AFL-CIO on Latin
American and Caribbean organized labor. One of the country's most respected scholars of Latin American
politics and economic affairs, Professor Alexander is the author or editor of forty-five earlier books, most of
them focusing on Latin America and the Caribbean, including The Bolivian National Revolution, the first
English-language study of that upheaval, and the history of labor and radical movements.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Linda Enders:

Typically the book A History of Organized Labor in Cuba has alot details on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Eileen Matherly:

Reading a book for being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you
study a book you can get alot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, such us novel, comics, along with soon. The A
History of Organized Labor in Cuba provide you with a new experience in reading a book.

William Todar o:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen will need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those ebooks
have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring usto around the world. From the
book A History of Organized Labor in Cubawe can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book that suited with



your aim. Don't aways be doubt to change your life by this book A History of Organized Labor in Cuba.
Y ou can more pleasing than now.

John Moreno:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source thisfilled update of news.
In this particular modern eralike currently, many waysto get information are available for anyone. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the A History of Organized Labor in Cuba when you required it?
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