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Imaginary Maps presents three stories from noted Bengali writer Mahasweta
Devi in conjunction with readings of these tales by famed cultural and literary
critic, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak. Weaving history, myth and current political
realities, these stories explore troubling motifs in contemporary Indian life
through the figures and narratives of indigenous tribes in India. At once delicate
and violent, Devi's stories map the experiences of the "tribals" and tribal life
under decolonization. In "The Hunt," "Douloti the Bountiful" and the deftly
wrought allegory of tribal agony "Pterodactyl, Pirtha, and Puran Sahay," Ms.
Devi links the specific fate of tribals in India to that of marginalized peoples
everywhere.

Gayatri Spivak's readings of these stories connect the necessary "power lines"
within them, not only between local and international structures of power
(patriarchy, nationalisms, late capitalism), but also to the university.
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Imaginary Maps presents three stories from noted Bengali writer Mahasweta Devi in conjunction with
readings of these tales by famed cultural and literary critic, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak. Weaving history,
myth and current political realities, these stories explore troubling motifs in contemporary Indian life through
the figures and narratives of indigenous tribes in India. At once delicate and violent, Devi's stories map the
experiences of the "tribals" and tribal life under decolonization. In "The Hunt," "Douloti the Bountiful" and
the deftly wrought allegory of tribal agony "Pterodactyl, Pirtha, and Puran Sahay," Ms. Devi links the
specific fate of tribals in India to that of marginalized peoples everywhere.

Gayatri Spivak's readings of these stories connect the necessary "power lines" within them, not only between
local and international structures of power (patriarchy, nationalisms, late capitalism), but also to the
university.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
The author of several novels, Devi is best known in India, especially in her native Bengal (Bangladesh). In
this collection of three powerful stories, she exposes the conditions of tribal peoples in India. Some readers
will not like her journalistic style, but U.S. and Canadian readers will find many painful parallels to Native
American fiction in Devi's stories. These three focus on the surviving bonded labor system and its
deleterious effects on men and women. In "The Hunt," Devi highlights the role of women resisting not only
the destruction of the environment and tribal traditions but also the exploitation of women in postcolonial
India. Translator Spivak has published two of Devi's other stories in her collection of essays, In Other
Worlds: Essays in Cultural Politics (1987). Imaginary Maps features an interview with Devi and Spivak's
critical commentary, which is unfortunately not for beginners. Recommended for more scholarly collections.
- Faye A. Chadwell, Univ. of South Carolina Lib., Columbia
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
." . . when the world is broadly divided simply into North and South, the World Bank has no barrier to its
division of that world into a map that is as fantastic as it is real. This constantly changing map draws
economic rather than national boundaries, as fluid as the spectacular dynamics of international capital.."
-Gayatri Spivak, from "Imaginary Maps

From the Back Cover
Weaving history, myth and current political realities, these three stories by noted Bengali writer Mahasweta
Devi explore troubling motifs in contemporary Indian life through the figures and narratives of the
indigenous tribes of India. Both delicate and violent, Devi's stories map the experiences of the 'tribals' and
tribal life under decolonization.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ginger Knowles:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Imaginary Maps. You can choose the best book if
you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book Imaginary Maps. You can add
know-how and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can
realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Janie Ross:

The book untitled Imaginary Maps contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea
with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry,
you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new
age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so



you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open up
their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice go through.

Richard Forbes:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of the books in the top
record in your reading list is actually Imaginary Maps. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking way up and review this e-book you
can get many advantages.

Timothy Pace:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year had been
exactly added. This guide Imaginary Maps was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a book. If
you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like
today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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