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Relationships and the pattern of relationships have a large and varied influence
on both individual and group action. The fundamental distinction of social
network analysis research is that relationships are of paramount importance in
explaining behavior. Because of this, social network analysis offers many
exciting tools and techniques for research and practice in a wide variety of
medical and public health situations including organizational improvements,
understanding risk behaviors, coordinating coalitions, and the delivery of health
care services.

This book provides an introduction to the major theories, methods, models, and
findings of social network analysis research and application. In three sections, it
presents a comprehensive overview of the topic; first in a survey of its historical
and theoretical foundations, then in practical descriptions of the variety of
methods currently in use, and finally in a discussion of its specific applications
for behavior change in a public health context. Throughout, the text has been
kept clear, concise, and comprehensible, with short mathematical formulas for
some key indicators or concepts. Researchers and students alike will find it an
invaluable resource for understanding and implementing social network analysis
in their own practice.
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Relationships and the pattern of relationships have a large and varied influence on both individual and group
action. The fundamental distinction of social network analysis research is that relationships are of paramount
importance in explaining behavior. Because of this, social network analysis offers many exciting tools and
techniques for research and practice in a wide variety of medical and public health situations including
organizational improvements, understanding risk behaviors, coordinating coalitions, and the delivery of
health care services.

This book provides an introduction to the major theories, methods, models, and findings of social network
analysis research and application. In three sections, it presents a comprehensive overview of the topic; first in
a survey of its historical and theoretical foundations, then in practical descriptions of the variety of methods
currently in use, and finally in a discussion of its specific applications for behavior change in a public health
context. Throughout, the text has been kept clear, concise, and comprehensible, with short mathematical
formulas for some key indicators or concepts. Researchers and students alike will find it an invaluable
resource for understanding and implementing social network analysis in their own practice.
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Editorial Review

Review

"It is a comprehensive introduction to a field that may not be well known to the broader epidemiologic
community but could go a long way to making an impact upon researchers if they take the opportunity to see
how this approach can be used in a variety of fields. The author has produced a very readable text on an issue
of growing importance in epidemiology and public health more generally." --American Journal of
Epidemiology

"In Social Networks and Health, Valente demonstrates how the usefulness of the approach
can reach far beyond its current application in medicine and public health... As Valente's book indicates, the
conflux of widespread interest, a relatively established research "canon," and recent advances in the field has
laid the grounds for the network approach to make important contributions to science, in health and writ
large, in the coming years." --Science

"The book is a good read-well written, well organized, and valuable to both graduate students and the casual
reader...There is much to learn about networking for the betterment of communal existence, and Social
Networks and Health is a good start. " -- JAMA

"Valente's contribution stands out... as an exceptionally accessible introduction oriented towards students of
public health and will certainly become a classic resource for advanced undergraduate courses and graduate
seminars in this field." --Contemporary Sociology

About the Author

Thomas W. Valente is a Professor in the Department of Preventive Medicine, Keck School of Medicine,
University of Southern California.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joseph Wilson:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this particular aren't like that. This Social Networks and Health: Models, Methods, and Applications
book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the details here are



arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give
to you. The writer of Social Networks and Health: Models, Methods, and Applications content conveys
thinking easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different in the form of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Social Networks and Health: Models,
Methods, and Applications is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Sandra Lowe:

The actual book Social Networks and Health: Models, Methods, and Applications has a lot info on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you
may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Wendy Hartnett:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with buddies is thing that usually
you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite from
that. Just one activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Social Networks and Health: Models,
Methods, and Applications, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

Rena Campbell:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
of the Social Networks and Health: Models, Methods, and Applications when you necessary it?
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