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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Gr 7 Up-An introduction to Ali's life from his childhood to the present day, focusing on his career and the
controversies surrounding him. Both his talent in the boxing ring and his showmanship earned him
international fame, while his refusal to accept the stereotypical role of a black athletic star in the 1960s and
his membership in the Nation of Islam brought him notoriety. Myers interweaves fight sequences with the
boxer's life story and the political events and issues of the day. He doesn't shy away from reporting on the
brutality of the sport and documents the toll it has taken on its many stars. Ample black-and-white
photographs of the subject in and out of the ring illustrate the book. Covering Ali is a daunting task,
especially since dozens of books and hundreds of articles have been written about him in the last 40 years.
Fortunately, young adults have their own award-winning author, one with the perspective of being a young
African American in Harlem during the height of the boxer's fame, to tell his story. Myers's writing flows
while describing the boxing action and the legend's larger-than-life story.-Michael McCullough, Byron-
Bergen Middle School, Bergen, NY

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
Gr. 6-10. Myers tells the familiar story of Muhammad Ali's life and career in such a way as to inspire a new
generation of readers, young people whose first glimpse of Ali may have come at the 1996 Olympics, when
the Parkinson's-stricken former heavyweight champion lit the Olympic torch. Focusing on race, politics,
religion, and boxing--"the arenas in which Ali's mark was indelible in . . . the national consciousness"--
Myers vividly re-creates the life of the young Cassius Clay, from his childhood in segregated Louisville in
the 1950s, through his Olympic triumph in 1960, to his rise as a professional fighter, culminating with the
stunning victory over Sonny Liston in 1964. Then comes the dramatic second act of the Ali story--the
transformation of young Clay into Muhammad Ali, a committed Black Muslim who would sacrifice his
heavyweight title and face imprisonment by refusing to serve in the army during the Vietnam War. Myers
succinctly summarizes the furor surrounding Ali's political activism, and he captures the excitement that Ali
created in a generation of young African Americans (including Myers himself), who found in the brash,
young boxer a new kind of hero. And, perhaps most vividly, Myers describes Ali the fighter, explaining his
technique and offering a perceptive overview of the troubled business of boxing and the great physical risks
the sport entails. This is finally a story about a black man of tremendous courage, the kind of universal story
that needs a writer as talented as Myers to retell it for every generation. Bill Ott
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author

Walter Dean Myers is the 2012 - 2013 National Ambassador for Young People's Literature. He is the
critically acclaimed New York Times bestselling author an award-winning body of work which includes,
SOMEWHERE IN THE DARKNESS, SLAM!, and MONSTER. Mr. Myers has received two Newbery
Honor medals, five Coretta Scott King Author Awards, and three National Book Award Finalists citations. In
addition, he is the winner of the first Michael L. Printz Award. He lives in Jersey City, New Jersey.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Regina Rodgers:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a e-book. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book The Greatest: Muhammad Ali will make you to
end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some
of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you seeking best book or acceptable book with you?

Sarah Ruff:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question
since just their can do which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on guardería until university need that The Greatest: Muhammad Ali to read.

Alan Castorena:

Here thing why this specific The Greatest: Muhammad Ali are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of
all reading through a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful
as food or not. The Greatest: Muhammad Ali giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Greatest: Muhammad Ali. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is
maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your
technique home by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
The Greatest: Muhammad Ali in e-book can be your option.

David Hosford:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Greatest: Muhammad Ali was multi-
colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The Greatest: Muhammad Ali has many
kinds or variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes
you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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