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After all the gains of the civil rights and women's movements, why are black
people and women still faring so poorly when it comes to wages, employment
levels, and the distribution of jobs? Unlevel Playing Fields tackles this critical
question by presenting two contrasting economic theories -- neoclassical and
political economy -- and showing how each theory explains discrimination and
inequality in the labor market. Each chapter concludes with discussion questions
and suggested readings. The authors also offer some practical proposals for
altering the status quo.
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Editorial Review

Review
Unlevel Playing Fields is a great text for introductory-level students. It is very successful in giving students
the necessary analytical tools for grappling with important debates about racial and gender wage gaps, labor
market discrimination, and affirmative action policies. It is an excellent book to teach from, since the theory
is so well present and it is always grounded in real world issues. --Carole Biewener, Simmons College

I use this book as part of a course on poverty and discrimination. The students love it. Many have said it is
the best economics book they have ever read. --Doug Orr, Eastern Washington University

Unlevel Playing Fields is a well-written text which successfully presents alternative perspectives on how
economic outcomes are generated in America. It should be widely appreciated for undergraduate teaching. --
Paul Osterman, MIT Sloan School of Management

I use this book as part of a course on poverty and discrimination. The students love it. Many have said it is
the best economics book they have ever read. --Doug Orr, Eastern Washington University

Unlevel Playing Fields is a well-written text which successfully presents alternative perspectives on how
economic outcomes are generated in America. It should be widely appreciated for undergraduate teaching. --
Paul Osterman, MIT Sloan School of Management

I use this book as part of a course on poverty and discrimination. The students love it. Many have said it is
the best economics book they have ever read. --Doug Orr, Eastern Washington University

Unlevel Playing Fields is a well-written text which successfully presents alternative perspectives on how
economic outcomes are generated in America. It should be widely appreciated for undergraduate teaching. --
Paul Osterman, MIT Sloan School of Management

From the Publisher
Here's what instructors are saying about Unlevel Playing Fields:

"Unlevel Playing Fields is a great text for introductory-level students. It offers a sophisticated explanation of
neoclassical and political economy approaches to labor markets in a clear and compelling manner. The book
is very successful in giving students the necessary analytical tools for grappling with important debates about
racial and gender wage gaps, labor market discrimination, and affirmative action policies. It is an excellent
book to teach from, since the theory is so well presented and it is always grounded in real world issues." --
Carole Biewener, Professor of Economics and Women's Studies, Simmons College

"Unlevel Playing Fields is an excellent, accessible theoretical survey of the economic analysis of race and
gender for students with a wide range of backgrounds in economics, including no exposure to economics at
all. Finally -- a good undergraduate text on race and gender! For the instructor interested in presenting a
strong review of both neoclassical and political economy perspectives on the situation of women and people
of color, this book is unique. I recommend it very highly." -- Mary King, Associate Professor Economics,
Portland State University



"I use this book as part of a course on poverty and discrimination. The students love it. Many have said it is
the best econ book they have ever had." -- Doug Orr, Assistant Professor of Economics, Eastern Washington
University

The Economic Affairs Bureau, Inc. publishes Dollars & Sense, a bimonthly magazine that explains the
workings of the U.S. and international economies and provides a progressive perspective on current
economic affairs. It is edited and produced by a collective of economists, journalists, and activists who are
committed to social justice and economic democracy.

The Economic Affairs Bureau also publishes a series of easy-to-understand economics readers for classroom
and general use.

About the Author
The authors of Unlevel Playing Fields all received their graduate training in economics at the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst. Randy Albelda is Professor of Economics at the University of Massachusetts,
Boston, and serves as a vice president of the International Association for Feminist Economics. Robert W.
Drago is Professor of Labor Studies and Women's Studies at The Pennsylvania State University, and
moderates the Work/Family newsgroup on the internet . Steven Shulman is Professor of Economics at
Colorado Unviersity; his current research focuses on the relationship between family structure and racial
inequality.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Augustine Klotz:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Unlevel Playing Fields: Understanding Wage Inequality
and Discrimination as your daily resource information.

Martin Solomon:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more time to be
learn. Unlevel Playing Fields: Understanding Wage Inequality and Discrimination can be your answer given
it can be read by you who have those short time problems.

Brandon Francis:

As we know that book is important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year was



exactly added. This publication Unlevel Playing Fields: Understanding Wage Inequality and Discrimination
was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of
a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that
you wanted.

Mark Guerrero:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the actual book Unlevel Playing Fields: Understanding Wage
Inequality and Discrimination to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open up a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Unlevel Playing Fields: Understanding Wage
Inequality and Discrimination can to be your brand new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing
what must you're doing of the time.
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