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As they discuss their dreams--both sleeping and waking--with Naomi Epel, the
26 writers in this intriguing book create a portrait of the creative process that is
more candid than most autobiographies and more inspiring than any guide to
writing.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Stephen King, Maya Angelou, William Styron, Art Spiegelman and others discuss their dreams and the roles
they play in a writer's work.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Epel, a writer, dream researcher, radio talk-show host, and literary escort, has compiled interviews with 26
fiction authors she has chauffeured around San Francisco. She explores how these writers turn their dreams
into art, how dreams affect their personal lives, and how their own questions about their dreams reveal their
creative processes. A page-length biographical sketch and a photo precede each author's chapter. The
monologs are often stream of consciousness and cover topics tangential to dreams but related to writing as
well: e.g., Maya Angelou discusses overcoming writer's block; Sue Grafton describes plotting a mystery; and
Stephen King examines symbolism. A fascinating work, but not a necessary purchase.
- Cathy Sabol, Northern Virginia Community Coll., Manassas
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
It's well known that Coleridge dreamed, word-for-word, his great poem ``Kublai Khan''--but not that William
Styron wrote the opening paragraphs of Sophie's Choice after dreaming of a woman with tattooed numbers
on her arm, or that Stephen King based the horrific Marston House of Salem's Lot on a dream he had as an
eight-year-old. Here, Epel (host of a Berkeley-based radio show) presents commentary from 26 writers on
how dreams have influenced their work and their lives. Though the commentary derives from interviews,
Epel has edited out her questions and sewn the answers into smooth-flowing essays from the likes of Maya
Angelou, Clive Barker, Elmore Leonard, Gloria Naylor, Reynolds Price, Anne Rice, Robert Stone, and Amy
Tan--a remarkable number of whom keep close track (often in dream-journals) of the dreams from which
they draw literary ideas or at least inspiration: John Barth says that once every four years or so, he enjoys a
``Charles-Dickens-scale dream,'' one ``with lots of complications and even subplots.'' And it's interesting to
note that, perhaps in keeping with the intimacy of the dreaming that influences them, a number of these
authors disavow word processors in favor of more intimate writing tools: Elmore Leonard writes in longhand
and then transcribes using an Olympia manual typewriter, while Spalding Gray corrects his longhand again
in longhand, with a red-ink pen. Full of surprising insights, these interview/essays make a genuine
contribution to our understanding of the writing process. (Twenty-six b&w photos--not seen) -- Copyright
©1993, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Florence Taylor:

The book Writers Dreaming: 26 Writers Talk About Their Dreams and the Creative Process make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book
Writers Dreaming: 26 Writers Talk About Their Dreams and the Creative Process to get your habit, you can



get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a publication Writers Dreaming: 26
Writers Talk About Their Dreams and the Creative Process. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this reserve?

William Patterson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Writers Dreaming: 26 Writers
Talk About Their Dreams and the Creative Process is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

James Butler:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere. The
information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen within you if you take Writers Dreaming: 26 Writers Talk About Their Dreams and the
Creative Process as your daily resource information.

Lucy Carson:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Writers
Dreaming: 26 Writers Talk About Their Dreams and the Creative Process, you are able to tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.
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